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Now concerning the times and the seasons, 
brothers, you have no need to have anything 
written to you. For you yourselves are fully 
aware that the day of the Lord will come like 
a thief in the night. While people are saying, 
“There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them as labour 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they 
will not escape.

1 Thes. 5:1-3

VATICAN: Pope 
Francis said Sunday 
that it is important 

not to forget that at the end 
of one’s life there will be “a 
definitive appointment with 
God.”

“If we want to be ready for the 
final encounter with the Lord, we 
must cooperate with Him now and 
perform good deeds inspired by His 
love,” Pope Francis said in his An-
gelus address Nov 8.

“Being wise and prudent means 
not waiting until the last moment 
to correspond to God’s grace, but 
doing so actively and immediately, 
starting right now,” he told pilgrims 
gathered in St Peter’s Square.

The Pope reflected on chapter 25 
of the Gospel of Matthew in which 
Jesus tells the parable of ten virgins 
invited to a wedding feast. Pope 
Francis said that in this parable the 
wedding feast is a symbol of the 
Kingdom of heaven, and in Jesus’ 
time it was customary for weddings 
to be celebrated at night, which is 
why the virgins needed to remem-
ber to bring oil for their lamps.

“It is clear that with this parable, 
Jesus wants to tell us that we must 
be prepared for His coming,” the 
Pope said.

“Not only the final coming, but 
also for the everyday encounters, 
great and small, with a view to that 
encounter, for which the lamp of 
faith is not enough; we also need 
the oil of charity and good works. 
As the apostle Paul says, the faith 
that truly unites us to Jesus is, ‘faith 
working through love.’”

Pope Francis said that people un-
fortunately often forget “the purpose 
of our lives, that is, the definitive ap-
pointment with God,” and thus lose 
a sense of expectation and make the 
present absolute.

“When one makes the present ab-
solute, he or she looks only to the 
present, losing the sense of expecta-
tion, which is so good, and so neces-
sary,” he said.

“If, on the other hand, we are 
vigilant and correspond to God’s 
grace by doing good, we can se-
renely await the bridegroom’s com-
ing. The Lord will be able to come 
even while we are sleeping: this will 
not worry us, because we have the 
reserve of oil accumulated through 

our daily good works, accumulated 
with that expectation of the Lord, 
that He may come as soon as possi-
ble and that He may come to take us 
with Him,” Pope Francis said.

After praying the Angelus, Pope 
Francis said that he has been think-
ing of the people in Central Ameri-
ca affected by the recent hurricane. 
Hurricane Eta, a Category 4 hurri-

cane, killed at least 100 people and 
left thousands more displaced in 
Honduras and Nicaragua. Catholic 
Relief Services has been working 
to provide shelters and food to the 
displaced.

“May the Lord welcome the de-
ceased, comfort their families and 
sustain those most in need, as well 
as all those who are doing all they 

can to help them,” the Pope prayed.
Pope Francis also appealed for 

peace in Ethiopia and Libya. He 
asked for prayers for the “Libyan 
Political Dialogue Forum” taking 
place in Tunisia.

“Given the importance of the 
event, I very much hope that at this 
delicate time a solution to the long 
suffering of the Libyan people will 
be found, and that the recent agree-
ment for a permanent ceasefire be 
respected and implemented. Let us 
pray for the delegates of the Forum, 
for peace and stability in Libya,” he 
said.

The Pope also asked for a cel-
ebratory round of applause for 
Blessed Joan Roig Diggle, who was 
beatified at a Mass at the Sagrada 
Familia in Barcelona on Nov 7.

Blessed Joan Roig was a 19-year-
old Spanish martyr who gave his 
life while protecting the Eucharist 
during the Spanish Civil War.

“May his example arouse in eve-
ryone, especially the young, the 
desire to live the Christian voca-
tion to the full. A round of applause 
to this young Blessed, so brave,” 
Pope Francis said. — By Courtney 
Mares, CNA

Prepare to meet the 
Lord with good deeds 
inspired by His love

Pope Francis delivers his blessing from the window of his studio overlooking 
St. Peter’s Square as he leads the Angelus at the Vatican Oct 4, 2020. (CNS 
photo/ IPA/Sipa USA, Reuters)

The younger 
brother: 
Cardinal-designate 
Cornelius Sim of 
Brunei

Teen martyred 
while 
protecting 
the Eucharist 
beatified
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VATICAN: Caritas Internationalis 
held a webinar on Nov 12, entitled, 
‘Fratelli Tutti’, what does it mean for 
Caritas’ work, with the aim of ana-
lysing some of the Holy Father’s text 
in the context of caritas, or ‘love’. 
The goal of the webinar was to ex-
plore how Pope Francis’ encyclical 
Fratelli Tutti can become a concrete 
reality for communities around the 
world.

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle (pic), 
the President of Caritas Internationa-

lis, began his intervention by encour-
aging all those present to read the 
encyclical in its entirety, because, 
he explained, “Pope Francis brings 
some of his previous ideas into a new 

synthesis as a response to the present 
conditions of a closed world.” He 
does this, continued Cardinal Tagle, 
“always drawing from the rich bib-
lical tradition of the Church and the 
teachings — dogmatic, moral and 
social teachings — of the Church”.

“Let us join him in this extended 
reflection,” he said.

Cardinal Tagle then went on to 
reflect on the “very sad signs of the 
lack of love” that our world is suffer-
ing. We can see that there are “many 

manifestations of a world that is clos-
ing in on itself”, he said. In this closed 
world, all of us suffer, but the poor 
suffer the most, the Cardinal added. 
They are the ones who are easily 
forgotten, neglected, thrown away; 
and “we should be disturbed by the 
consequences of the closed world”, 
as they are consequences for human 
beings, for the future and for creation.

Cardinal Tagle then focused on 
two main points brought up in the 
Pope’s encyclical. The first is uni-

versal love. Cardinal Tagle explains 
that in Fratelli Tutti, the image of 
charity is that of universal love, be-
cause “that’s how God loves. God 
loves everyone”. That is the love that 
Jesus shows, explained the Cardinal. 
“He loved everyone, especially those 
that society considered unloveable. 
Outcasts. From there we find the par-
able of the good samaritan, someone 
who exhibits universal love towards 
a stranger”, said Cardinal Tagle. — 
Vatican News

Cardinal Tagle reflects on Fratelli Tutti in Caritas webinar

Today we celebrate the           
4th World Day of the Poor
See pages 8 & 9 for the message



The big news last week was of course Don-
ald Trump’s defeat in the US presidential 
elections and the Malaysian government’s 

tabling of a budget under controversial circum-
stances.

Trump’s loss marks the end of four tumultu-
ous years that divided America.

Locally, we have witnessed a year of politi-
cal opportunism, defections, and scrambling for 
positions of power. These have left many disil-
lusioned with politics and politicians.

Many politicians around the world have used 
race and religion to rally support from their base. 
Some have dished out handouts to cement their 
positions in power. 

Trust in institutions of government has de-
clined, while politics has received a bad name.

But far from politics being distasteful, the 
Bishop of Rome sees it as “a lofty vocation and 
one of the highest forms of charity” – if its goal 
is the common good.

This is the thrust of Francis’ message in Chap-
ter Five of his encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti 
(Brothers and Sisters All). Here, he takes the 
Good Samaritan’s act of neighbourly love to a 
new level as he shows what “A Better Kind of 
Politics” can achieve through political love and 
charity.

Francis warns against unhealthy ‘populism’ 
when “individuals are able to politically exploit 
a people’s culture, under whatever ideological 
banner, for their own personal advantage or con-
tinuing grip on power”. 

At other times, individuals may try to boost 
their popularity “by appealing to the basest and 
most selfish inclinations of certain sectors of the 
population”.This becomes even more serious 
when it leads to the usurpation or erosion of in-
stitutions and laws.

If we really want to help the people, the big-
gest issue is employment, Francis writes. “The 
truly ‘popular’ thing – since it promotes the good 
of the people – is to provide everyone with the 

opportunity to nurture the seeds that God has 
planted in each of us: our talents, our initiative 
and our innate resources. This is the finest help 
we can give to the poor, the best path to a life of 
dignity.”

Providing handouts or financial aid is only 
a “provisional solution in the face of pressing 
needs”. The main goal should always be to allow 
people to live a life of dignity through work. 

Francis blasts neoliberal ideology – the belief 
that unregulated free markets would produce 
wealth that would trickle down to the people. 
“There is little appreciation of the fact that the 
alleged ‘spillover’ does not resolve the inequality 
that gives rise to new forms of violence threaten-
ing the fabric of society.” 

Instead, the Bishop of Rome says we must 
have a proactive economic policy aimed at “pro-
moting an economy that favours productive di-
versity and business creativity”. This must create 
more jobs, not slash them. 

Francis warns that financial speculation aimed 
at making quick profits continues to wreak hav-
oc.

He proposes a model of “social, political and 
economic participation that can include popular 
movements and invigorate local, national and in-
ternational governing structures”. Including the 
excluded in building a common destiny would 
unleash a “torrent of moral energy”. We must en-
sure that the experiences of solidarity that grow 
from below, can come together, be more coordi-
nated and keep on meeting one another, he adds.

What we need is “a new economy, more atten-

tive to ethical principles, and new ways of regu-
lating speculative financial practices and virtual 
wealth”.

Neighbourly love should not be confined to 
individual acts of charity, but should cover social 
and political charity. This should be based on ef-
fective political love and the exercise of that love. 

Political charity entails “working for a social 
and political order whose soul is social charity”. 
This charity, which lies at the heart of politics, 
is always “a preferential love shown to those in 
greatest need; it undergirds everything we do on 
their behalf”.

So what kind of politics do we need? We need 
healthy politics capable of “reforming and co-
ordinating institutions, promoting best practices 
and overcoming undue pressure and bureaucrat-
ic inertia.”

The mark of true statecraft can be seen when, 
even in difficult times, we uphold high principles 
and think of the long-term common good, Fran-
cis writes. 

But this sort of nation-building is easier said 
than done. Often, political powers think of the 
short term, instead of leaving a meaningful leg-
acy for future generations. Real justice demands 
that we think of future generations, even if they 
cannot vote now. We must plants seeds of good-
ness by starting processes whose fruit will be 
reaped by others. 

The bishops of Portugal have taught that the 
earth “is lent to each generation, to be handed on 
to the generation that follows”.

Good politics also seeks to build communities 

at every level of social life to reorient globalisa-
tion and thus avoid its disruptive effects.

Some conspiracy theorists think the Church is 
pushing for a “one world government” as a kind 
of sinister force. But what Francis is advocating 
is a reform of the UN to promote development 
and the rule of law “based on the realisation that 
justice is an essential condition for achieving the 
ideal of universal fraternity”.

Why? Because there are so many problems 
today that require a global response beyond the 
capacity of any one country. Think of climate 
change, the nuclear threat, global hunger and hu-
man trafficking... 

Far from pushing for an all-powerful global 
government, Francis says civil society groups 
can “compensate for the shortcomings of the 
international community” — especially its lack 
of coordination in complex situations, its lack of 
attention to fundamental human rights and to the 
critical needs of certain groups. He commends 
them for their “true heroism” at times, in difficult 
situations. 

Real politics should be an act of love to organ-
ise and structure society so that our neighbours 
will not find themselves in poverty. Sure, it is an 
act of charity to assist someone suffering. But “it 
is also an act of charity, even if we do not know 
that person, to work to change the social condi-
tions that caused his or her suffering.”

This is what good politics is all about: it “com-
bines love with hope and with confidence in the 
reserves of goodness present in human hearts”.

Francis leaves us with some searching ques-
tions on politics: 

How much love did I put into my work? 
What did I do for the progress of our people? 
What mark did I leave on the life of society? 
What real bonds did I create? 
What positive forces did I unleash?
How much social peace did I sow? 
What good did I achieve in the position that 

was entrusted to me?

Is politics distasteful or a noble calling?
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Last Sunday and this Sunday we heard two 
parables from the first part of the Twenty-

fifth chapter of the Gospel of Matthew. Last 
Sunday was the Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids, 
five wise and five foolish. This Sunday we have 
the parable of the Talents.  This is the parable of 
the three men who were called upon to invest 
money, or talents. Next Sunday, we will have 
the remainder of the Twenty-fifth chapter, the 
parable of the sheep and goats.

Just as last Sunday’s Gospel was really not 
about bridesmaids but about the proper use 
of time to prepare for the Lord, this Sunday’s 
Gospel is really not about investing money 
but about preparing for the Lord to come, this 
time, to seek a reckoning. It might seem strange 
that those entrusted with a number of talents 
should be expected to return a greater number 
to the Lord, and the one man who protected the 
money given to him would be admonished. It 
really is not strange if we consider that the par-
able isn’t about money after all. It is about the 
Word of God and about Grace. The man who 
is given five talents is a man who has received 
a great deal of Grace.  He is a man who has 
been nurtured by the Word of God from his 
first days. Perhaps for Matthew he represents 
those who were first Jewish and then became 
Christian. They had the benefit of the Hebrew 
Scriptures and the Christian Scriptures. Or 
maybe he represents those who had a first-hand 
encounter with one of the apostles, or perhaps 
with Jesus Himself.  And perhaps the man who 
received the two talents represented someone 
who came from a family not acquainted with 
the Hebrew Scriptures, and therefore a gentile 
who did not enjoy the same amount of Grace 
that was given to the first man. Maybe he was 
from a second generation of Christians, and had 

only heard stories about Jesus and the apostles. 
He had less to work with then the first man, but 
he was determined to spread the faith the best 
he could.  And perhaps the man who received 
the one talent represents those who had heard 
about Christ but chose to resist the Gospel and 
the spread of the Word of God. He had noth-
ing to show for the grace that he received. He, 
in fact, had rejected this grace, buried it. It was 
taken from him, and he was thrown out of the 
light into the darkness.

The parable demands that we consider the 
grace that we have received and ponder on how 
well we are using this grace to spread the King-
dom of God.

Most of us are cradle Catholics. We received 
the Grace of God from our infancy. We were 
brought up in Catholic homes. We have been 
given the opportunity to grow in our faith 
throughout our lives. For most of you there 
were and are the graced moments of marriage, 
and children being born, and their receiving the 
sacraments. For those of us in religious life or 
the priesthood, there are other graced moments. 
There are the graced moments of religious 
profession and ordination to the diaconate and 
priesthood. Perhaps more important, we get to 
experience the graced moments of witnessing 
the faith of the people we are called to serve. 
For all of us there are the graces of the Church 
year. When we kneel at the manger on Christ-
mas or beneath the cross on Good Friday, when 
we rejoice in our new life in the Lord on Easter 
and our reception of the Power that is the Spirit 
on Pentecost, we enter into times of profound 
prayer and receive Grace after Grace.

What do we do with the Grace we have re-
ceived? That is the question that the Gospel 
demands we consider. That is the question that 

we will have to answer when we come before 
the Lord at the end of time or at the end of our 
own personal time. How well have we lived our 
faith?  Is the Kingdom of God stronger on earth 
because of us, or have we squandered the grace 
we have received and done little or nothing to 
enrich the world with the Presence of the Word 
Become Flesh?

Back at the beginning of his pontificate Pope 
Francis asked, “Who am I to judge?” He was 
not making a comment on any particular group 
of people. He was simply stating that he was a 
man called to respond to the grace he had re-
ceived and not in a position to comment on how 
others have responded to the grace they have 
received. We also do not have the right to judge 
how others have responded to the grace they 
have received. We do not know what graces 
they have received, nor do we know anything 
that they have experienced in life.

My deepest concern, and my deepest regret, 
are both the same. That is: how many times 
have I failed to take advantage of all the Lord 
has given me? How often have I allowed His 
Grace to slip through my fingers like sand?  
How many people would have come closer to 
God if I had only invested what I was given bet-
ter?

I am sure you all have the same concern.  At 
least you should. How much better would oth-
ers have become if you, and I, were more con-
cerned with spreading the love of the Lord than 
with returning insult for insult and hurt for hurt? 

The Parable of the Talents can be quite fright-
ening. Perhaps that is why the Gospel of Mat-
thew places the story of the sheep and the goats 

immediately after this parable. Remember the 
sheep. They are pleasantly surprised when the 
Son of Man tells them to come and inherit the 
Kingdom the Father has prepared for them 
from the foundation of the world. He said to 
them, “I was hungry and you gave me food, 
thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and 
you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, 
ill and you cared for me, in prison and you vis-
ited me.” When they asked Him “When did we 
see you hungry or thirsty, or naked, or a stranger 
or ill or in prison?” he told them that as often as 
they did this for the least of his people they did 
it for him.  The sheep didn’t realise that they had 
invested the grace they had received  by being 
gracious to others who needed help. 

God sees the times that we have reached out 
to others. He sees the return of his investment in 
our own works of charity. 

We need to remember 1 Peter 4:8. “Love 
covers a multitude of sins.”

At the end of the Church year, we are told 
to consider the end of time, including the end 
of our own time. We are reminded that the end 
has not yet come. There is still time, time to 
take advantage of a bull market of grace. We 
can and we must reach out to others. We can 
use the grace we have received well. There is 
still time, plenty of time, to invest wisely. — By 
Msgr  Joseph A Pellegrino

33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Proverbs 31: 10-13, 19-20, 30-31;

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6;
Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Investing wisely
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Dear Clergy, Religious, Heads of Ministries 
and the Lay Faithful,

Greetings of Joy, Mercy and Hope!
I pray you are coping well thus far by the 
Grace of God. Here I wish to share with you 
additional notifications and updates in our 
diocese. The updates will be provided peri-
odically through this same means from my 
office.
● The Diocese of Penang has officially set up 
a Diocesan ZOOM account mainly for the 
use of the Bishop’s Office, Diocesan Com-
mittees, Diocesan Institutions, and Diocesan 
Ministries. These mentioned could use the 
facility for meetings, formations, discus-
sions, etc. As this is a shared ZOOM account, 
a booking form will need to be filled up, at 
least 2 weeks in advance, after which a con-
firmation email will be sent with details of 
the scheduled date and time for the session 
requested. Link for booking: https://form.jot-
form.com/203059092048453

It is hoped that this means of communica-
tion will be one way of engaging with one an-
other in a safer manner, so as to continue our 
mission during this time when gatherings and 
meetings are restricted. I would also like to 
encourage all individual parishes in the Dio-
cese of Penang to invest in other or similar 
means of communication for the outreach of 
the parish community.
●All Diocesan meetings and gatherings be-
ginning this month will be conducted online, 
namely:

● Fr Rudy Wong, who has been residing at 
the Home for the Aged (CWS) Simee, Ipoh 
has been transferred to the Little Sisters of 
the Poor (LSP) here in Penang with effect 
from 3rd November 2020. Please welcome 
him to the Clergy of Penang Island Dean-
ery. I thank Mr. Vincent Lee and his team at 
Home for the Aged (CWS) Simee for their 
care and services rendered to Fr Wong during 
his stay there.
● Fr Andrew Stephen’s study leave will be 
extended until July 2021 at HELP University, 
Kuala Lumpur.
● Fr Martin Arlando has begun his Ec-
clesiastical Licentiate in Canon Law studies 
online with St Paul University, Canada. He 
currently resides at St Joachim’s Spirituality 
Centre, Bukit Mertajam as priest on study 
leave.
● Fr Louis Loi who was sent on mission to 
accompany His Eminence Anthony Soter 
Cardinal Fernandez, D.D. since Sept 1, 2020, 
has returned safely to the Diocese of Penang. 
The Diocese of Penang thanks him for re-
maining faithful to his mission and welcomes 
him back with open arms. The decision on 
his next assignment will be announced later.
●The Diocese of Penang welcomes Fr John 
Anandan, OFM Cap as Formator to the Or-
der of Friars Minor Capuchin (OFM Cap) at 
the St Felix of Cantalice Friary in Tanjung 
Bungah, Penang, effective Oct 5, 2020.
● There will be an Advent Christmas Kit, 
prepared by the Diocese of Penang in Bahasa 
Malaysia, Mandarin, Tamil and English, to 
be used by families, household and small 

groups within the homes, in preparation for 
Advent and Christmas this year. This kit will 
be released on Nov 20, 2020, just before the 
Feast of Christ the King via electronic means. 
This Advent Christmas Kit is meant for all. 
Therefore, please disseminate it widely to 
everyone.
 ● As the realities on the ground with regards 
to the COVID-19 situation are very volatile 
and diverse in all the five states and districts 
of the Diocese of Penang, I encourage the 
parish priests to continue monitoring the 
situation constantly and decide accordingly 
together with your leaders on measures to be 
taken especially for the liturgical services. 
Having said that, I humbly urge and encour-
age all parishes who are allowed and able 
to open your churches to provide the litur-
gical and sacramental services, while con-
tinuing to take the necessary precautions, fol-
lowing the standard operating procedures 
advised by the civil and church authori-
ties. Always clarify with the local authori-
ties concerned should there be any doubt. 
Please feel free to consult me if need be.
● The Parish Priests in the Penang Island 
Deanery, upon consultation with me, have 
suspended all public Masses in the parishes 
located within Penang Island Nov 7 – 20, 
2020.

I take this opportunity to thank all priests 
and deacons who went to bless the graves 
and cemeteries of our faithful departed for 
All Souls Day and I thank you, my dear peo-
ple of God, for your perseverance and faith-
fulness in remaining hopeful during this time 
of grace. Be assured of my prayers and soli-
darity with all of you as we journey together 
as one Body of Christ, remembering the call 
of Pope Francis, ‘Fratelli Tutti’.

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
and faithful in prayer.” (Romans 12:12)

“Be Disciples of Hope”

Sincerely in Christ,

Rt Rev Sebastian Francis
Bishop of Penang

Nov 6, 2020

HERALD November 15, 2020 Home / Pastoral 3

Notifications and Updates 
in the Penang Diocese

Archdiocese of 
KuAlA lumpur

Chan/MC/16/2020

MJD News Update #16diocese of 
mAlAccA Johore

Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you, dear People of God.                                        

1.0 A Thought for the Week: No more 
wonders or no more wondering?                   
A group of tourists were travelling through 
a very beautiful country of lakes and moun-
tains and green fields and rivers. But the 
shades of the bus were pulled down. They 
had no idea of what was beyond the windows 
of the bus. And throughout their journey 
they were squabbling over who would have 
the seat of honour in the bus, who would be 
applauded, who would be well considered. 
And they ended their journey without seeing 
anything. (Anthony de Mello)

Something for us to consider. Many of us 
are like that. We miss out on so many lovely 
sights because we are too preoccupied with 
the hassles. We find this in the Church, the 
nation and the world. We miss out on the di-
versity, the multi-colours, the multi-sounds 
and the multi-expressions. Have you ever 

envisaged what heaven or God’s Kingdom 
would be like? We might get what we may 
dislike or despise here on earth. G.K. Ches-
terton once said: “We are perishing for lack 
of wonder, not for lack of wonders.”  

2.0 Announcements for the week:
2.1 The planned programmes of the De-
liverance Exorcism Office (DEO) and the 
Annual Clergy Discernment have been 
suspended for the time being. The Deliv-
erance Exorcism Office can be contacted 
for appointments via the hotline, +6011-
11206110, which is open from Tuesday 
to Friday, 9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-
4:30pm.                          

2.2 The second part of the first Online Na-
tional Assembly of the Caritas Malaysia 
was concluded today. The Caritas Way of 
Doing Charity will impact the dioceses of 
Sabah, Sarawak and Semenanjung. Pope 
Francis is reminding us that “A Church 

without charity does not exist.”      
2.3 Responding to the CMCO Guidelines 
for the period Nov 8 - Dec 6, the Malacca 
Johore Diocese has outlined what is ap-
proved and not permitted:
a) The Approved: 
● Masses and services or prayers that com-
ply with the CMCO requirements.
● Weddings and funeral services or masses 
that are limited to 30 persons, with ample 
space and distancing, etc.

b) The Unpermitted: 
● Receptions or celebrations or gatherings 
for engagements or weddings in the church 
premises. 
● Seminars, workshops, courses, conferenc-
es, public talks, catechism classes and BEC 
Gatherings have been suspended.
● Those aged 70 years and above, and 12 
years and below, are recommended “not to 
be allowed”.                                 

His Grace, Most Rev Julian Leow 
DD, Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur 
has agreed to ordain Rev Deacon Bo-
naventure A/L Rayappan to the order 
of presbyter on January 28, 2021 in 
the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Klang.

Rev Bonaventure hails from the 
Church of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Klang. He completed his ecclesiasti-
cal studies in philosophy in the Col-
lege General Major Seminary in Pen-
ang (2013-2015) and continued with 
his theological studies in St Peter’s 
College Major Seminary in Kuching 
(2016-2020). He was ordained a tran-
sitional deacon in the Church of St 
Francis Xavier, Petaling Jaya on Aug 
6, 2020. Rev Bonaventure is currently 
serving in the Church of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Klang.

Due to restrictions on social gath-
erings and limited seating capacity, 
the above Mass will not be open to 
the public but will be livestreamed on 
ArchKL-TV channel. Attendance by 
family members and friends will be by 
invitation only.

Canon Law obliges Catholics to re-
veal any impediment or circumstances 
that would prevent the above candi-
date from receiving Sacred Orders and 
should contact the Chancery or the 
Archbishop with such information as 
soon as possible.

You may contact the Chancery by 
emailing us at chancery@archkl.org.

Let us offer our prayerful support for 
Rev Bonaventure as he prepares for 
presbyteral ministry and service to the 
People of God in the Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur.

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

Oct 26, 2020

Banns of 
Ordination

Nov 6 & 
13 

Nov 13 

Nov 17 

Nov 23 

Nov 24 
& 25 
Nov 24 

Nov 26 

Caritas Malaysia Online Launch 
& 1st National Assembly 
(9.00am - 11.00am)
CHARIS Malaysia Exco  
(8.00pm - 9.30pm)
Council of Priests (COP) 
(9.30am - 12.30pm)
Penang Diocesan Pastoral Team 
(PDPT) (9.30am - 12.30pm)
Clergy Monthly Recollection 
(CMR) (9.30am - 12.30pm)
Institute for New Evangelisation 
Formation (8.45pm - 10.00pm)
Penang Diocesan Education 
Council (PDEC) 
(9.30am - 12.30pm)

2.4 Facilities and times for Confessions 
must be continued. Display signage at 
confessionals and notice-boards. Priests 
are expected to be available 30 mins be-
fore mass at their confessional points or 
be available in the office for those who 
have made appointments.                 
2.5 There will not be any Advent Peni-
tential Services. The Vicariates have ar-
ranged Advent Confessions for each par-
ish on the appointed day and time.                                   
2.6 Advent RCIA Rite of Acceptance can 
be held on the 1st Sunday of Advent if 
the parish is ready and SOPs are in place.

Bishop Bernard Paul

November 13, 2020

Click here to watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McRAmr2ukpc
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Kuching Archdiocese celebrates Chrism Mass
KUCHING: Due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the Chrism Mass 
(traditionally held on Holy Thurs-
day) for Kuching Archdiocese was 
celebrated by Archbishop Simon 

Poh and live-streamed on Oct 29.
The word ‘chrism’ is derived 

from the Greek word ‘khrisma’ 
which means ‘anointing’. During 
this Mass, the Holy Oils of the 

Chrism, the Sick and Catechumens 
are blessed.

The Oils of Catechumens and 
the Chrism are used for the Sacra-
ments of Baptism, Confirmation 

and Holy Orders, while the Oil of 
the Sick is used for the Anointing 
of the Sick.

During this celebration, priests 
also renew their commitment made 
at their ordinations. The pandemic 
has however limited the presence 
of priests this year. Less than 20 
people were present, representing 
the lay faithful, religious, bishops 
and priests. All others had to “at-
tend online”. 

Archbishop Poh apologised to 
Catechumens who were sched-
uled to be baptised, but once again 
faced postponement when Kuch-
ing was again declared a red zone 
area for COVID-19. He reassured 
them that every parish will com-
plete the RCIA rites when it be-
comes possible.

The prelate explained the sig-
nificance of the Holy Oils and said 

that by our Baptism and Confirma-
tion, we are all anointed as God’s 
priestly, prophetic and kingly peo-
ple. We have been given a mission.

“In the face of COVID-19, let 
us be confident that our Lord, who 
has called and anointed us has a 
purpose, and is still with us until 
the end of time. Let us be a witness 
to Jesus and speak out his Gospel 
teachings with courage and faith 
empowered by the Holy Spirit,” 
he said.

Archbishop Poh thanked eve-
ryone for their prayers for him 
and all priests. “The spirit of the 
Lord has been given to us; He 
has anointed us and sent us for 
mission. Let us be confident,” he 
added, concluding the Mass with 
his customary invoking of God’s 
blessings on everyone. — By Ivy 
Chai, Today’s CatholicArchbishop Simon Poh blessing the chrism oils. (Archdiocese of Kuching youtube)

KUALA LUMPUR: The Pontifical 
Mission Societies of the Archdiocese 
of Kuala Lumpur (PMS-ArchKL) 
launched the Mass for Children on 
World Mission Sunday Oct 18. To 
kick off this event, children from five 
parishes were invited to participate 
in a live virtual Rosary recitation 
with Archbishop Julian Leow.

Within a period of one week, 
catechists from the  parishes of St 
Thomas More, Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, Holy Family, St Ignatius and 
Good Shepherd together with the 
team of  organisers from the PMS-
ArchKL came together to get this 
virtual event done.  It was indeed a 
challenge for the catechists who had 
to seek approval from the parents 
and then organise them for the vir-
tual practices from their respective 
locations under the COVID-19 re-
strictions and limitations.

Sixty children participated in this 
event. Some parents felt that the vir-
tual rehearsals did create a moment 
of holiness at their homes notwith-
standing the work and study environ-
ment at home. Some children were 

nervous, whilst some were worried 
about disruptions in their internet 
connections. For some, this partici-
pation initiated the family towards 
praying the rosary regularly on a 
daily basis.

On the actual day the children not 
only felt very encouraged when they 
saw Archbishop Julian Leow’s smile 
but it also made them forget their ini-
tial nervousness.

Most of them had never encoun-
tered such an opportunity to actu-
ally participate in something with 
the Archbishop live, in front of so 

many people watching. They were 
certainly surprised and rather thrilled 
to have been selected for this event.

At the end of the Rosary recitation 
Archbishop Leow reminded and in-
vited the children to stay back for the 
online Mass for Children. The Mass 
for Children which was preceded by 
a short catechesis for children, was 
livestreamed on Sunday evening at 
5.00pm on the Archdiocese’s You-
Tube channel Tv.archkl.org. The on-
line Mass for Children was produced 
by St Max and the Archdiocese of 
Singapore. 

Children pray the rosary 
with Archbishop Julian 
Leow

Archbishop Julian Leow leading the Rosary.

Children reciting the Rosary via Zoom.

In view of the MKN SOP on the CMCO dated 11th of 
November 2020, His Grace, Most Rev Julian Leow D.D., 
the Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur, decrees the following 
with effect from Nov 13, 2020.

1.0 Public Masses in Pahang and Terengganu
At the discretion of the Parish Priest or Administrator, the 
celebration of public Masses may resume in the parishes 
located within the states of Pahang and Terengganu, sub-
ject to compliance with the MKN SOP and other guide-
lines issued by the state or local authorities in areas which 
do not fall in a red zone.

2.0 Suspension of Public Masses in Kuala Lumpur, 
Selangor and Negeri Sembilan
As the majority of districts falling within these states and 
territory remain red and due to the heavy commuter traffic 
between districts which increases risks of transmission, 
public Masses remain suspended until further notice.

3.0 Funerals
Parishes are allowed to celebrate funeral Masses/ services 
in the church/ chapel/ Mass centre provided that the num-
ber of attendees (including priest and ministers) should 
not exceed 30 persons (or 20 persons in areas located 
within a red zone). All guests should be pre-registered and 
other requirements under the MKN SOP and Archdioc-
esan Guidelines are to be strictly complied with.

4.0 Weddings
At the discretion of the Parish Priest or Administrator, 
wedding Masses/services may be conducted in churches/
chapels/ Mass centres provided that the number of attend-
ees (including priest and ministers) does not exceed 30 
persons (or 20 persons in areas located within a red zone). 
All guests should be pre-registered and other require-
ments under the MKN SOP and Archdiocesan Guidelines 
are to be strictly complied with.

5.0 The Archdiocesan Crisis Management Task Force 
continues to monitor the development of this pandemic 
and will be providing periodic updates and review of 
our guidelines in relation to changing situations on the 
ground.

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

Nov 11, 2020

Updated Guidelines 
for public Masses 
and sacraments
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Frontliners receive a booster 
from Franciscan nuns
KOTA KINABALU: The medical 
frontliners received a boost from the 
Franciscan Sisters with their PPE 
(Personal Protective Equipment) 
sewing initiative.

With the worsening coronavirus 
crisis in Sabah, the hospitals have 
reached a critical stage which is 
compounded by the shortages of 
bed space and manpower as well as 
protective gear (PPE) stocks running 
low. 

The Franciscan Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception (FSIC) 
launched a sewing initiative Oct 21 
to stitch PPE, which are in danger of 
running out due to the heavy usage.

Franciscan Sr Grace Deosing 
shared how the congregation came 
to be part of the rescue efforts of the 

medical frontliners to boost the stock 
of PPE.

Sr Grace asserted that during this 
COVID-19 pandemic “without a 
shadow of doubt, everyone is con-
cerned and praying for the end of the 

pandemic.”
She revealed that the FSIC initiated 

a “chain prayer”, 6.00am-10.00pm, 
to pray that the pandemic will come 
to an end, and especially praying 
the prayer close to the heart of Pope 

Francis for “doctors, nurses, health 
workers and volunteers who are on 
the frontline of this emergency and 
are risking their lives to save others”.

The prayer intentions also covered 
all God’s people far and wide, who 
are badly affected by the pandemic.

Taking yet another concrete step 
to support the medical frontliners, 
hard hit by the pandemic, the Sis-
ters decided to sew PPE for them 
as prevention and control measures. 
To kick-start the project, they began 
the necessary steps of acquiring the 
know-how of stitching the protective 
gear from hospital sources.

The Sisters were grateful to Dr 
Erle Stanley Henry who was instru-
mental in not only providing the ini-
tial information that was most neces-

sary to kickstart the sewing project, 
but also to organise the handing over 
of materials for the project.

On Oct 21, Sr Grace Deosing, rep-
resenting FSIC, received the materi-
als to make the PPE from Azrin on 
behalf of QEH1.

The Sisters, who launched the 
project at Loreto Convent and Stella 
Maris Convent, were supported by 
volunteers who came forward to of-
fer the Sisters their sewing expertise, 
for which they were very grateful.

The Sisters invite those who wish 
to volunteer their loving commit-
ment and generosity to the FSIC 
COVID-19 endeavour to contact Sr 
Grace Deosing at 013-8753713. — 
By Sr Dariah Ajap, fsic, Catholic 
Sabah

The Franciscan nuns sewing PPE for frontliners at Stella Maris Convent 
Tg Aru. (CS photo)

KUALA LUMPUR: A session titled 
God in the Winter was presented 
by Sr Angelin Gnanapiragasam, 
FMDM on Nov 7 via Google Meet. 

Organised by the Kuala Lumpur  
Archdiocesan Family Life Commis-
sion, this topic is relatable for the 
majority of us as we are often faced 
with the news of religious personnel, 
friends, and family members passing 
on. The COVID-19 pandemic espe-
cially has robbed us of the chance to 
convey our condolences and being 
able to comfort the suffering of the 
bereaved. For many, they have not 
been able to attend the funerals of 
their loved ones.

Sr Angelin explained that “Win-
ter” reminds us of grief and longing 
that the heart seeks. She set our fo-
cus on what is one grieving on. We 

are called to embrace our losses and 
learn to adapt to the changes with-
out our loved ones who have sought 
eternal life. It is salient to remember 
that we are unable to process the 
overwhelming rush of emotions by 
ourselves. However, if we welcome 
God and ask Him to be with us, we 
can handle the grief peacefully. And 
when we are unable to pray in our 
grief, the Spirit of God, who knows 
our pain, will pray in us for us.

The Catholic faith involves the 
belief that Jesus defeated the power 
of death through his bitter passion, 
suffering, death, and resurrection. 
This proves Jesus’ statements: “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Who-
ever believes in me, though he dies, 
yet shall he live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me shall never 

die (John 11: 25-26). For us as Chris-
tians, immersed in the pain of be-
reavement, there is the comfort and 
consolation that death is not the end. 
Our faith in Christ assures that we 
will see our loved ones again. 

We are also reminded that death 
and separation are inevitable, and 
every mortal being will experience 
them one day. They will come at an 
hour and time that is least expected 
(Luke 12:20).  In fact, separation is 
already experienced early at our birth 
during the transition from the womb 
into someone’s receiving hands.  

The immense depth of our sor-
row relies on the bond we had with 
the deceased. It is crucial to under-
stand that everyone reacts differently 
to such situations, be it spiritual, 
psychological, behavioural and/or 

physical. The passing of loved ones 
also leaves us with gifts of spiritual 
legacy, which invites us to re-look 
into our lives and relationships with 
God, Ourselves and Others.

At the end of the session, the par-

ticipants were appreciative of the 
sharing by Sr Angelin on the topic 
since no one is spared of such grief 
in their life. We turn to Him in faith 
to help us in the midst of our soul’s 
winter. — By S. Deva Mary

God in the winter, remembering those gone before us

KOTA KINABALU: A food bank 
started by a primary school to feed 
students from low income families 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic 
has turned out to be immensely pop-
ular.

SK St Peter in Sabah’s northern-
most Kudat district began this initia-
tive in October by placing daily ne-
cessities such as rice, flour and milk 
on a school cabinet-turned-food rack.

The rack was placed near the 
guardhouse just outside the school  
to enable students or their families to 
easily pick up the food items.

“We thought of the initiative as a 
way to help our students and their 
families who were badly affected by 
the pandemic, but later we just placed 
the rack outside for anyone to take 
what they needed,” said headmistress 
Pauline Gusup.

Many of the students come from 
poor families who have been badly 
affected by the pandemic and move-
ment restrictions.

The school is located just a stone’s 
throw away from the sea. It is sur-
rounded by housing areas and is 
close to several villages, including 
three settlements in Kudat placed 
under enhanced movement control 
order (EMCO) since Oct 30.

“We started by just placing five 
sets of food items in the morning but 
these would quickly run out even 
before 3.00pm, so we would have to 
restock the food by then.

“We were inspired by other 
schools which were providing free 
food like bread or nasi lemak, but 
the difference is that we are provid-
ing dry goods instead of ready-to-eat 
food,” she said.

The programme, which Gusup 
and one of the school’s teachers, Nu-
rul Huda Mostapa, thought of, was 
brought to life after they managed to 
pool RM200 from among the teach-

ers to buy the food items.
Gusup then appointed Nurul Huda 

as the food bank coordinator and 
gave her permission to advertise the 
initiative on social media.

“This quickly went viral and led 
to more donations and contributions 
from other individuals and agencies 
outside the school. That enabled us 
to buy more food to help the needy,” 
Gusup said.

By the time the programme was 
fully running, it had become a full-
fledged school project. “I told my 
staff that we don’t have to wait until 
we’re rich to help people.

“I also borrowed these words to 
motivate them: ‘When we see that 
the poor are tested because they have 
no food, it actually means we are be-
ing tested ourselves to help them’.

“So, this is our own small way to 
help the people as much as we can. 
We will continue with this food bank 
as long as there are contributions,” 
she said, adding that the public could 
also contribute food and money.

Nurul Huda said many of their stu-
dents had parents who depended on 
daily wages, were involved in small-
time businesses or were just village 
fishermen, who had suffered a loss of 
income. 

“They were only making ends 
meet before the movement restric-
tions were enforced. That’s why we 
are so privileged to have been given 
this opportunity to help these peo-
ple,” she said. 

Nurul Huda said Gusup also made 
it a point for the school to utilise the 
funds to provide food baskets to poor 
students and their families who might 
not have benefited directly from the 
food bank.

She said teachers had sought out 
as many underprivileged families as 
they could and reached out to them to 
deliver the assistance under the sec-

ond part of their project.
But now their second phase, which 

is to deliver food baskets to targeted 
groups, has been somewhat disrupted 
as the three villages in their vicinity 
– Kampung Pangaraban, Kampung 
Tanjung Kapor and Kampung Land-
ung Ayang – are under EMCO.

Thinking back, Nurul Huda said 
that at one point during the early days 
of the project, she feared everything 
would come to a premature end after 
the money almost ran out.

“I was worried because I only had 
RM19 left after buying the food stuff 
… what could we do with only that 
amount?”

But, thanks to contributions from 
teachers, friends, agencies and other 
individuals, including politicians, she 
said they could now extend the food 
bank until the middle of the month.

“We never thought we could have 
done this for such a long period, and 
this is due to the many kind donations 
for which we are grateful,” she said.

The public may contribute to the 
SK St Peter Kudat food bank pro-
ject by contacting 013-375 5787 or 
donating directly to the Maybank 
account 1060 3431 9356 by stating 
“food bank” as the reference. — By 
Durie Rainer Fong, FMT

Sabah school brings relief to students, families needing food

Session on God in the Winter via Google Meet.

Headmaster Pauline Gusup and coordinator Nurul Huda Mostapa 
handing over a food hamper to a villager. (FMT photo)
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KUALA LUMPUR: Cardinal Anthony Soter Fernandez did 
not only influenced the local Church but was also someone 
who stood firm on issues of justice and peace within the coun-
try and abroad.

His passing was covered by all local media outlets and many 
of these carried stories of his achievements as well as sharings 
from people on his compassionate nature.

Here are just some snippets of these news.

Dear Franciska, 

I realise this is likely an inoppor-
tune time to respond to Cardinal 
Soter’s message but I wish to let 
him know that I hold him close 
to me as I remember his personal 
kindness to me on so many oc-
casions, over and above church-     
related matters.

Lead, kindly light, our beloved 
Cardinal Soter, amid the encir-
cling gloom lead Thou him on.

In Christ

+ Cornelius Sim

Cardinal Soter’s final correspondence

Office of H. E. Anthony Soter Cardinal Fernandez 
Chalet 6, Sri Seronok, 2, Jalan 4/96, Off Jalan Sekuci 

Taman Sri Bahtera, Jalan Cheras, 56100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Telephone: 60.013.2885105; Email: cardinalsoter1116@gmail.com 

October 26, 2020 

Rt Rev Cornelius Sim, DD 
Cardinal Designate 
Apostolic Vicar of Brunei 
Church of Our Lady of Assumption 
No 11, Jalan Kumbang Pasang 
Bandar Seri Begawan, BS8671 Brunei Darussalam 

Dear Bishop Cornelius Sim, 

Greetings to you in the Lord. I am sending this congratulatory mes-
sage to you with all my heart for your recent appointment as Cardi-
nal by our Holy Father, Pope Francis. The announcement on October 
25, 2020 is indeed a joy for the peoples of our region. Gratitude is 
the memory of the heart. I am filled with gratitude for this great gift 
the Holy Father has given to the Episcopal Conference in Malaysia,                 
Singapore and Brunei and most especially Brunei. 

I am very proud of you and of the Church that you preside over. 
I continue to pray for your well-being, especially your health and for 

the people of Brunei. 

Yours fraternally, 

Cardinal Soter 

Your Excellency,

Attached is a congratulatory message from His Eminence An-
thony Soter Cardinal Fernandez.

We whispered in his ears the good news and he nodded. This 
message was read out to him and I am sending it to you.

Please continue to hold him in prayers.

Franciska Savarimuthu
Private Secretary to Cardinal Soter

Cardinal-designate 
Sim’s response

Local secular media give 
coverage on Cardinal Soter

He said: “The fabric of our nation is composed of rich cultures and 
various religions. Any religion that imposes its teachings with less 
respect for other religions destroys the very fabric itself.”

Cardinal Soter was known for his passion in a number of fields, not least 
of which were interfaith dialogue, fighting poverty, and social justice.



The younger brother: cardinal-designate 
Cornelius Sim of Brunei
Sometimes Pope Francis likes 

to pull off dramatic surpris-
es, at other times he likes to 

advance his reforms with slow, 
steady incremental steps. In re-
shaping the College of Cardinals 
since his election, he has done 
both. On Nov 28, 2020, he will 
name another 13 cardinals, nine 
of them under the age of 80, and 
eligible to vote for his successor.

Throughout his pontificate, 
Francis has surprised people by 
choosing unknown bishops from 
far-flung corners of the globe, 
bypassing the leaders of bigger, 
more powerful dioceses who once 
assumed a cardinal’s red hat went 
with the territory, particularly in 
Italy and the United States. After 
seven and a half years of this pa-
pacy, 45 per cent of the cardinal 
electors will come from the global 
south, the highest share ever.

The changes he has made to 
who can be expected to become 
a cardinal will be one of Francis’ 
most enduring legacies. But it 
might be the shift of the Church’s 
centre of gravity towards Asia that 
history will come to see as having 
been the most significant change 
that took place during this pa-
pacy. This is the continent where 
many see the richest pool of future 
Church leaders and, at the end of 
this month, 12.5 per cent of the 
cardinal-electors will be Asian.

So what does a pivot to the 

east mean? One way to find out 
is to look more closely at a new 
Asian cardinal, the 69-year-old 
Cornelius Sim, apostolic vicar of 
Brunei, the former British protec-
torate located on the island of Bor-
neo. He leads a tiny local church 
in the Muslim-majority country, 
with just three other priests serv-
ing 20,000 Catholics.

I spoke to Bishop Sim over 
Zoom and, even though our meet-
ing was virtual, it is clear that the 
new cardinal is a practical, peo-
ple-focussed pastor with a good 
sense of humour. He wants to be 
practical about the forthcoming 
consistory and is still undecided 
about whether he will travel to 
Rome to receive his red hat, given 
the Covid-19 restrictions. He tells 
me he may just “wait for the box 
to arrive”. After all, he never ex-
pected to be named a cardinal; he 
describes his appointment as “sur-
real”. At first, he thought there had 
been a mistake. The Vatican an-
nouncement of the new cardinals 

located Brunei in Kuala Lumpur, 
even though it is more than 1,800 
miles away from the Malaysian 
capital.

“We don’t figure much in the 
news. It’s a Church that is pretty 
much forgotten, so maybe that 
is something to do with it,” he 
says. “In a way, it’s a re-run of 
the Magnificat: ‘To cast down the 
mighty from their thrones.’ But I 
shouldn’t think such thoughts!”

The local Churches in Asia are 
mostly made up of modest flocks. 
They are sometimes dismissed 
as relics of colonialism, and not 
quite Asian. Yet when I travelled 
with Pope Francis to Myanmar 

and Bangladesh I saw small but 
vibrant communities focussed on 
mission and dialogue. I was struck 
by how these Churches are often 
less clerical than those in the west, 
and how through their well-run 
schools and hospitals and charita-
ble works they both serve their lo-
cal communities and build up their 
own profile. These churches also 
typically reflect the vision of the 
Second Vatican Council and their 
minority status frees them from 
the baggage of trying to preserve 
Western “Christendom” or domi-
nate the wider culture.

“You could say we are adjusted 
to living with ambiguity,” Bishop 

Sim tells me “[People from Asia] 
don’t bring a monolithic view of 
how things ought to be. Even if 
there is such a thing as ‘This is 
the way it is’ then how do you 
live that out knowing there is huge 
diversity right on your doorstep? 
When you walk out that door, it 
hits you in the face.”

The cardinal-designate is vice-
president of the Bishops’ Con-
ference of Malaysia, Singapore 
and Brunei, which is part of the 
wider Federation of Asian Bish-
ops’ Conferences. The Federation, 
Bishop Sim explains, is commit-
ted to a “triple dialogue”: with 
culture, with other religions and 
with the poor. Sim tells me he will 
bring the experience of Asia to the 
college of cardinals. He confesses 
to having been “quite surprised” 
when he visited Rome about “the 
hierarchical things you see, dress 
codes”, and says things are differ-
ent in his part of the world.

“We are the fratelli minori 
(‘younger brothers’). We don’t 
count for very much but if you 
want to hear what we’ve got to say 
we’ll tell you,” he says. “We are 
not exactly all cut from the same 
cloth but we do have this perspec-
tive that we try to live out.” With 
a smile, he adds: “I don’t seem to 
be fit for anything. But if you want 
a plain-spoken perspective; pasto-
ral, people orientated, then I think 
you will get that.”

Pope Francis greets Bishop Cornelius Sim, apostolic vicar of Brunei, during 
his “ad limina” visit to the Vatican in this Feb 8, 2018, file photo. (CNS photo/
Vatican Media)

Minorities are given 
a place in Brunei
In Brunei, he explains, the 

Church is trying to “contribute 
to the development and the social 
fabric of the country”, through 
dialogue between religions and 
through their schools, in which 
the majority of the pupils are 
Muslims. He believes that Chris-
tianity can co-exist with Islam 
and says he was “shocked” by the 
recent terror attacks in France.

Brunei has a dual legal sys-
tem of Syariah Law and English 
common law, although the intro-
duction of Syariah in 2014 was 
heavily criticised. Bishop Sim 
says you have to understand the 
country from “the inside” and not 
just through the media. “There’s 
the reality of Islam as a religion 
in the news, [where it is] por-
trayed in a very negative light,” 
the new cardinal says. “But there 
are countries where Islam is lived 
out very peacefully and where 
minorities are given their place, 
and Brunei is one of those exam-
ples.”

Although it has fewer than 
500,000 people, Brunei is one of 
the richest countries in the world, 
thanks to its oil and natural gas 
wealth. Bishop Sim explains 
that a priority for the Church in 
Brunei is the care of the many 

migrant workers, often servants 
or labourers. “It’s sad to say but 
wherever they go they are seen as 
people who don’t really count. It 
is the Church’s role to say: ‘You 
count, you matter.’”

Sim has experience of working 
in the country’s energy industry, 
including stints at the gas plant 
Brunei LNG and then for Shell. 
But he knows that many mem-
bers of his flock have menial 
jobs. During his summer holidays 
in 1975-78, when he was study-
ing engineering at the University 
of Dundee, he worked as a laun-
dry porter in a hotel in London’s 
Victoria, a stone’s throw from 
Westminster Cathedral.

Although he was brought up in 
a Catholic family, the future car-
dinal drifted away from his faith 
as a young man. That changed 
when his father died. He says this 
forced him to ask himself: “The 
pursuit of the good life, what 
does it all bring?” After return-
ing to the practice of his faith, he 
became involved in church life. 
He studied theology at the Fran-
ciscan Steubenville University in 
Ohio. He was ordained at the age 
of 38 as the first native Brunei 
priest. He was initially hesitant; 
he had not been to a seminary.

To put out into the deep
During his pontificate, Pope 

Francis has made Asia a prior-
ity. It is the continent where two-
thirds of the world’s population now 
lives. He has made four separate 
visits to the continent. His overtures 
to China and the Holy See’s deal 
with Beijing on the appointment of 
bishops should be seen in the light 
of his sense that global Catholicism 
is tilting to the east. He has spoken 
favourably about the “change of the 
face of the Church” and has encour-
aged the emergence of a new gen-
eration of church leaders from the 
Philippines and India. At the end of 
last year, he called Filipino Cardinal 
Luis Antonio Tagle to Rome, plac-
ing him in the powerful position of 
Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Evangelisation of Peoples.

Next month Francis turns 84. 
Time is not on his side. Those who 
want to undo the reforms of this 
pontificate are already lobbying to 
nudge the next conclave in an anti-
Francis direction. Bishop Sim as-
sures me that the new cardinals will 
resist any outside interference, but 
admits he is concerned about the in-
fighting in the Church. “My fear is 
that the Church now is divided into 
camps; people label each other as 
this and that, and they leave it like 
that. You cannot really say who a 
person is if you don’t know him,” 
he says. “It doesn’t do the Church 
very much credit to see warring 

tribes, poisoned arrows, hooks and 
crossbows. We must be more civi-
lised in our approach to one anoth-
er.”

The intra-ecclesial battles are all 
the more tempting given the un-
certainty caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, political instability and 
a sense of crisis in the world. Bru-
nei’s cardinal-to-be’s episcopal 
motto is Duc in altum (Put out into 
the deep) and he says these words 
of Jesus to Simon Peter the fisher-
man keep him hopeful during times 
of difficulty.

At a recent meeting of the Catho-
lic Biblical Federation, Bishop Sim 
says, his fellow Asian cardinal, 
Luis Tagle, offered two images of a 
Christian leader. In the past, he said, 

you were like a shepherd, with your 
feet on the ground; you knew the lay 
of the land and your sheep by name. 
Today, it’s different. “Suddenly”, 
Tagle said, “you are out on the open 
sea, and you have to be a fisher-
man. There are no fixed points. You 
have to navigate your way now in 
the midst of a storm. Can you adapt 
to the new situation? Can you still 
maintain your balance?”

With the storms currently rag-
ing around the Church and the 
world, perhaps it will not be long 
before a cardinal from Asia steps 
into the shoes of the fisherman as 
the Successor of St Peter. — By                   
Christopher Lamb, Tablet

Used with permission
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As the Church under 
Francis tilts towards the 
east, the Tablet’s Rome 
correspondent meets 

one of the newest Asian 
bishops to don a red hat, 
Cornelius Sim of Brunei

Simon Peter the fisherman keep him hopeful during times of difficulty.
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Migrant workers and the homeless queue to receive free food during a 
nationwide lockdown to slow the spread of the new coronavirus disease, in 
Ahmedabad, India, May 1. (LiCas photo/Amit Dave via Reuters)

Message of Pope Francis for the Fourth 

In his message for 
the Fourth World 
Day of the Poor, ob-
served Nov 15, Pope 
Francis calls on peo-
ple to keep their gaze 
fixed on the poor, es-
pecially during the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic, and warns against 
succumbing to a 
“whirlwind of indif-
ference”.

“Stretch forth your 
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Source: Kuala Lumpur
Archdiocesan Catechetical 
Centre

For the full message, please click the link below: 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/papa-francesco_20200613_messaggio-iv-giornatamondiale-poveri-2020.html

World Day of the Poor

hand to the poor”
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If the United States is a sick giant, the American churches are 
sick too. And it’s not just a problem on the conservative side 

of the spectrum.
The intellectual life of Vatican II Catholicism in the United 

States currently finds itself in something of a no man’s land. Re-
ligious progressivism, defined by social questions, is articulated 
today in an often anti-institutional and post-ecclesial language.

This has left a void that is being filled by Catholic “militant-
ism”, which is neo-integralist and anti-modern, both in politics 
and in the intellectual debate. And this will continue even after 
Trump is gone.

The result of the US elections is also an indicator of the state 
of the Catholic Church in America and the pontificate of Fran-
cis.

Officials close to the Donald Trump White House – like Mi-
chael Pompeo, Steve Bannon and Newt Gingrich, whose third 
wife is currently the US ambassador to the Holy See – have 
tried to find sympathetic forces in the Vatican, Italy, and Europe 
to create a bridgehead of a neo-nationalist Catholicism allied 
with the European right-wingers. But they have failed.

However, the existential crisis of Catholicism in the United 
States has not been resolved. American democracy is in peril 
when there is an involution in its religious soul, of which the 
Catholic Church plays a particular and unique role.

Right-leaning intellectual and political Catholicism in the 
United States today ranges from neo-conservatism that claims 
to be inspired (though very selectively) by John Paul II and Ben-
edict XVI to a neo-fundamentalism that has taken Carl Schmitt 
(d. 1985) — the Nazi-era political theorist — as its muse.

Left-leaning political Catholicism in America must deal 
with other issues. Joseph Biden is a John XXIII Catholic, but it 
would be fatal to think his election to the presidency is a long-
term victory for a Vatican II Catholicism that, at least in the US 
context, has been weakened on many levels.

The American Church’s relationship to politics today is remi-
niscent of the French Church between the 19th and 20th cen-
turies.

But the new Catholic militants in the United States seem to 
be embracing Charles Maurras’ reactionary nationalism much 
more than Jacques Maritain’s reconciliation between Catholi-
cism and democracy. — By Prof Massimo Faggioli

Vatican II Catholicism 
in America?

The fact that United States was un-
able to know the name of its new 
president for several days after 

the polls closed was like a sort of cor-
poral punishment for a country being 
forced to atone in a painful way.

Now we know that it will be up to 
Joseph R. Biden Jr, a Catholic, to be-
gin the process of healing the moral and 
corporal wounds Donald J. Trump has 
inflicted on the country by the way he’s 
handled the coronavirus pandemic and 
the ongoing crisis of globalisation.

The American presidency is not just 
a political office. It is also an office with 
moral and religious aspects. And Joe 
Biden will assume that office at a time 
when political identities in his country 
have assumed theological and dogmat-
ic intensity.

A realignment of the political rela-
tionship between Washington and 
the Vatican
US Catholicism is not detached from 
the global world. On the contrary, it is 
at the centre of the convulsions in the 
body of the Church, one of the conse-
quences of the crisis of globalisation 
and world order.

In a Biden presidency one can expect 
a realignment of relations between the 
United States, even if there are some 
important unknowns on certain interna-
tional issues.

But this realignment will have to deal 
with a deeply divided Church on US 
soil, as well as a global Catholicism that 
is also divided.

One of the fruits of globalism has 
been an opposition to Pope Francis.

The Latin American Jesuit Pope ex-
presses his message on the most rel-
evant issues at the public level (such 
as women, homosexuality, environ-
ment…) in ways and through channels 
different from those used by his pre-
decessors. That message is received in 
contrasting ways in various parts of the 
world.

There has been unprecedented con-
frontation between the Trump admin-
istration and the current pontificate, 
beginning early on with the issue of 
immigration and on full view just last 
month when US Secretary of State, 
Mike Pompeo, publicly chastised the 
Holy See for its 2018 agreement with 
China (which has since been renewed).

It’s not clear how much this open 
hostility impacted the results of the US 
presidential election, but it has had a 
very evident effect on the Church.

It has helped deepen the internal rift 
within American Catholicism, evi-
denced by the number of bishops and 
priests who continue to back Donald 
Trump till the bitter end – some via the 
new ecosystem of independent Catho-
lic media and social media.

The end of  the 
Trumpian captivity of  
the American Church
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The hierarchical Church seemed to ac-
cept everything that came from the 

Trump administration without a blink, 
except on the issue of immigration – the 
American Catholic question par excel-
lence.

The US Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops (USCCB), for example, refused 
to say anything about the Republican 
Party’s blatant attempts this year to ma-
nipulate the electoral process and make 
it harder for minorities (many of them 
Catholic) from casting a ballot.

This was not just tactical aphasia. It was 
the latest sign of an intellectual and moral 
paralysis that has gripped the USCCB.

It was already evident during the Oba-
ma presidency, when the Bishops’ Con-
ference was unable to take any public po-
sition on the economic and social issues 
related to the great recession that began 
in 2008.

It’s true that part of American Catholi-
cism (though not a marginal part) sup-
ported Donald Trump, partly as ploy 
against the Democratic Party. But it was 
also a genuine anti-democratic turn that 
represents a departure from a century of 
intellectual history in the Church in the 
United States.

The reconciliation between Catholi-
cism and constitutional democracy in the 
20th century is part of American history.

Beginning with the US exile of Jacques 

Maritain and Luigi Sturzo during World 
War II, Catholic thinkers in the United 
States laid the foundations of a modern 
theology of religious freedom, culminat-
ing with the contribution of Jesuit theolo-
gian John Courtney Murray at the Second 
Vatican Council (1962-65).

Catholics and the neo-conservative 
movement
However, in the mid-1980s there was 
the emergence of the neo-conservative 
movement in the United States, in which 
Catholics have played a central role. They 
include people and publications like the 
late Fr Richard John Neuhaus and First 
Things magazine.

From the early 2000s, and then in a 
crescendo after the election of Benedict 
XVI in 2005, the neo-conservative and 
theo-conservative movements have been 
mutating into a single neo-integralist and 
neo-traditionalist movement.

Its creed was the rejection of Vatican II 
as a way to reject theological and political 
modernity.

At a time when the WASP (White An-
glo Saxon Protestant) establishment was 
collapsing, conservative America called 
for a Catholicism that was no longer just 
conservative or post-liberal, but openly 
anti-liberal.

The model is no longer John Paul II or 
Joseph Ratzinger. It is now Viktor Orbán, 

the Hungarian Prime Minister and self-
avowed champion of “illiberal democ-
racy”.

The USCCB’s constitutional agnosti-
cism has stifled the bishops’ ability to 
confront Donald Trump’s open threats to 
the democratic system. US Catholics had 
rightfully expected their bishops to say 
something.

Instead, it was women religious – the 
nuns – who spoke out!

A Catholic Church trying to protect 
its own freedom, while disregarding the 
rights of others, will end up losing its own 
freedom – after having lost that minimum 
of respect and self-respect necessary to 
act in the public square.

A president who threatens the founda-
tions of the political and civil community 
is also a threat to the freedom of religion 
and of the Church.

The moral authority, cultural prestige 
and cohesion of American Catholicism 
have been severely damaged in the eyes 
of a country that is becoming more secu-
lar.

Especially when the ongoing sex 
abuse crisis continues to be identified as 
a uniquely Catholic scandal – unfair as it 
that may be, given that abuse is a prob-
lem that affects all institutions dealing 
with the youth and the vulnerable. — By 
Prof Massimo Faggioli, LCI (https://                 
international.la-croix.com/ 

The intellectual and moral paralysis 
of the US Catholic hierarchyIn some countries a form of religious-cultural nationalism is 

back in vogue. Religion is exploited both to obtain popular 
support and to launch a political message that is identified 
with people’s loyalty and devotion to a nation. 

In reality, in today’s globalised world, there is no geo-
graphical entity that can be defined as a “nation” that has 
within it a single homogeneous identity from a linguistic 
or religious point of view, or indeed from any other point 
of view. Therefore, radical nationalism is only possible if it 
eliminates diversity. It follows that a liberating deconstruc-
tion of nationalism is more necessary than ever.

Let us be clear: nationalism should never be confused with 
patriotism. In fact, while the “patriot is proud of his country 
for what it does, the nationalist boasts of his country, what-
ever it does; the former contributes to creating a sense of re-
sponsibility, while the latter gives rise to the blind arrogance 
that leads to war.”

Pope Francis has spoken about the role of religions in the 
face of today’s dangers: “Religions therefore have an educa-
tional task: to help bring out the best in each person.” This is 
the opposite of “the rigid and fundamentalist reactions on the 
part of those who, through violent words and deeds, seek to 
impose extreme and radical attitudes which are furthest from 
the living God.” — Joseph Lobo SJ, La Civiltà Cattolica

Whither Nationalism?

Trump’s attempt to divide and conquer 
US Catholics
Over the past four years the White House 
(through officials like Bannon and Pompeo) 
has directed a political attempt to divide the 
Church in two – for and against Pope Fran-
cis.

A handful of American bishops and a 
number of high-profile lay Catholics have 
given their blessing to this attempt. But the 
effort at division has failed.

Nonetheless, the ecclesial attempt re-
mains, in a Church in the United States that 
is divided like never before. The “culture 
wars” have taken the form of intra-ecclesial 
theological wars and have exposed Ameri-
can Catholicism to the risk of a soft schism.

The Trump presidency and the 2020 elec-
tions have shown the extent to which the 
two Catholic ecclesial parties have identified 
with the platform of the opposing political 
parties.

While there is some of this among that 
group of Catholics that support Biden, it 
is much more obvious among the Catholic 
faction backing Trump. It has blended a pro-
claimed theological orthodoxy with a politi-
cal orthodoxy, thus leaving very little room 
for argued dissent.

The moral failure of institutional Catholi-
cism in the United States can be seen in the 
desperate attempts to stop the LGBTQ agen-
da and in the inability of the Church here to 
speak with a unified voice on the issue of 
racism.
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WASHINGTON: US bishops have reacted to 
the release of the McCarrick Report with sor-
row, but also with gratitude for the important 
and ongoing process to eradicate clerical sex 
abuse, and promises to rebuild trust and earn 
the confidence of the faithful.

The Archbishop of Boston, Cardinal Sean 
O’Malley — who also serves as President of 
the Pontifical Commission for the Protection 
of Minors — described the report as “a pain-
ful and shameful account of how someone in 
McCarrick’s position rose to the role of bish-
op and cardinal and caused so much harm to 
so many. ”

“In word and deed, Pope Francis has fol-
lowed through on his commitment to a com-
prehensive, transparent and thorough inves-
tigation,” he said, upholding the courageous 
role of McCarrick’s victims who came for-
ward in this investigation.

It is to them, he said, and to all victims of 
clergy abuse that “we offer our commitment 
to take responsibility for our failures and our 
continued resolve of responsibility, account-
ability and transparency.”

He said it is no longer enough for the Church 
to simply ask for forgiveness, to pledge trans-
parency and apologise, and reiterated an obli-
gation to hold accountable those responsible 
for such reprehensible violations of human 
dignity and ensure that every effort is being 
made to assure the safety of our people.

Cardinal O’Malley concluded assuring the 
faithful that reporting systems that have been 
set up to respond to the issue of clergy sexual 
abuse are providing a means for any person 
to report allegations of abuse against a bishop 
or cardinal and he promised to carefully re-
view the findings of this report and continue 
to serve in the ongoing process to eradicate 
the scourge of clergy sexual abuse.

Cardinal-Designate Wilton Gregory, 
Archbishop of Washington, said: “My heart 
hurts for all who will be shocked, saddened, 
scandalized and angered by the revelations 
contained. Nonetheless, we know that if true 
redemptive healing is ever to commence — 
for those who have been harmed and for the 

Church Herself — this disclosure must be 
made.”

The Cardinal-Designate promised he will 
take more time to study the report more close-
ly, “especially as it relates to our Archdiocese 
of Washington, and I will have more to say.....
This is an important, difficult and necessary 
document, and it demands prayerful, thor-
ough and thoughtful reflection.”

The Archdiocese of Washington has reaf-
firmed its commitment to protecting minors 
and bring healing to those harmed, and reiter-
ated its adherence and implementation of the 
Archdiocese’s Child Protection and Safe En-
vironment Policy.

In a statement, the Archbishop of Newark, 
Cardinal Joseph Tobin and the Archdiocese 
commend “the leadership of Pope Francis and 
the Holy See in seeking to bring collective 
healing to victims of Theodore McCarrick 
and all those who have suffered because of 
clergy sexual abuse, while attempting to re-
store justice for the Catholic community that 
has been so grievously wounded by sexual 
abuse, abuse of power and the mishandling of 
allegations.”

The Cardinal described the report as a sig-
nificant and powerful step forward in advanc-
ing accountability and transparency regarding 
sexual abuse.

He noted that “beyond the victims them-
selves, failures by some leaders in the Catho-

lic Church have wounded many including the 
families and loved ones of victims and the 
faithful.”

While recognising that the Church has 
made progress in responding to clergy abuse 
by implementing and updating policies and 
programmes to safeguard the faithful, the 
statement said the Archdiocese of Newark ex-
pressed its hopes that “the Report will provide 
insights that will help us to strengthen further 
our well-established programmes aimed at 
protecting the faithful.”

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of 
New York, described the release of the report 
as “a necessary step in helping us to under-
stand the case of Theodore McCarrick,” and 
said he looks forward to studying it carefully.

He echoed the sincere and deep sorrow of 
his brother bishops for “any who have suf-
fered sexual abuse, and for the family mem-
bers and loved ones of victim-survivors who 
have also suffered as a result of these sins and 
crimes.”

The Cardinal expressed gratitude for those 
victim-survivors who bravely came forward, 
bringing this matter to light and “proving that 
anyone who has abused a minor, even a Car-
dinal, will be punished.”

He also expressed gratitude to Pope Fran-
cis and the Holy See for the way this case has 
been handled: “When the first allegation was 
reported to the Archdiocese of New York’s In-
dependent Reconciliation and Compensation 
Programme, we asked the Vatican for permis-
sion to have it investigated by the DA and our 
outside professionals, and have the entire mat-
ter judged by our lay review board. The word 
came back: Pope Francis requests that you 
handle this case as you would for any priest 
accused of abuse.”

Cardinal Dolan noted that the trust the Pope 
displayed in the process followed by his arch-
diocese — and in similar processes followed 
by all other dioceses in the United States — 
was very affirming.

He concluded: “Let me request that all peo-
ple of goodwill, Catholic or not, remember in 
prayer all victims of sexual abuse, a heinous 

crime that afflicts all segments of society, ru-
ins lives, and destroys families, that we will 
one day be able to put an end to this evil, and 
bring comfort and healing to all who suffer.”

The Archbishop of Chicago, Cardinal 
Blase Cupich, described the release of the 
report as an “unprecedented and a watershed 
moment as it pulls back the curtain on a cul-
ture of clericalism that has separated the cler-
gy from the people they have been ordained 
to serve.”

He said that while it makes for painful read-
ing, “it is fearless in admitting the failures of 
Church leaders,” and “another example of 
Pope Francis’ commitment to responsibility, 
accountability and transparency to all victim-
survivors and others” who have suffered from 
abuse and misconduct by the clergy, including 
Bishops, of the Catholic Church.

Cardinal Cupich said he is grateful to Pope 
Francis for ordering the report and to those 
who carried out his mandate, and reiterated 
his belief it should “be read in full and in the 
context of the strong direction provided by 
Pope Francis at the 2019 summit on these 
matters and the subsequent measures he has 
taken.”

The Cardinal concludes quoting the apos-
tolic letter Vos Estis Lux Mundi, in which the 
Pope calls us to eliminate “the sin of clerical-
ism, hear the cries of the victims and place 
the faithful, especially children, at the heart 
of everything we do and every judgment we 
make in working to prevent abuse and to sup-
port those affected by this tragedy.”

“Let us seize this moment, build on what 
we have already done and go forward in fi-
delity to the call of Christ to protect the most 
vulnerable among us,” he said.

During the General Audience on Wednes-
day, Pope Francis referred to the McCarrick 
Report and expressed his closeness to all vic-
tims of abuse. The Pope said that following 
“the Report on the painful case of former car-
dinal Theodore McCarrick” he renews “the 
commitment of the Church to eradicate this 
evil.” The Holy Father then paused for a mo-
ment of silent prayer. — ICN

US cardinals respond to McCarrick 
Report with sorrow and gratitude

Theodore McCarrick

VATICAN: “Errors, underestimations and in-
complete and partial information given to the 
Holy See” alongside false oaths and positive 
judgments on pastoral activity. This is how the 
Vatican explains how Theodore Edgar McCa-
rrick managed to become a bishop, archbishop 
and cardinal, a particularly influential cardinal, 
in the United States and beyond.

This is what emerges from the Report on 
the Holy See’s Institutional Knowledge and 
Decision-Making Related to Former Cardinal 
Theodore Edgar McCarrick (1930 to 2017) 
published by the Vatican Secretariat of State.

At the same time, a declaration by the Sec-
retary of State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, was 
published in which he writes: “We publish the 
Report with sorrow for the wounds that these 
events have caused to the victims, their fami-
lies, the Church in the United States, and the 
Universal Church. As the Pope has done, I too 
was able to view the testimonies of the victims 
contained in the Acta on which the Report is 
based, and which have been deposited in the 
Holy See archives. Their contribution has 
been fundamental. In his Letter to the People 
of God of August 2018, the Holy Father Fran-
cis wrote, with regard to the abuse of minors, 
“With shame and repentance, we acknowledge 
as an ecclesial community that we were not 

where we should have been, that we did not 
act in a timely manner, realising the magnitude 
and the gravity of the damage done to so many 
lives.”

“From reading the document,” writes Car-
dinal Parolin, “ill show that all procedures, 
including the appointment of bishops, depend 
on the commitment and honesty of the people 
concerned. No procedure, even the most de-
tailed, is free from error because it involves 
the consciences and decisions of men and 
women.” This is how, at least in part, the quies-
cence that accompanied the former cardinal’s 
“predatory” behaviour towards seminarians 
and priests, minors and adults, is explained.

Now, from the 461 pages taken from the 
documentation of the Holy See, from the nun-
ciature in Washington, from the US dioceses 
involved and from over ninety interviews with 
witnesses and victims, it appears in the first 
place that the canonical legislation existing up 
to this year allowed the then Msgr McCarrick 
to avoid repression by the Holy See and, in-
deed, to be promoted.

The anonymous letters that in the 1990s 
spoke of abuse were not believed, precisely 
because they were anonymous. The Report 
adds that John Paul II, who appointed him 
archbishop of Washington and later cardinal, 

not only had favourable judgments from ad-
visers on both sides of the Atlantic, but that “it 
seems to be possible to assume that the past 
experience of John Paul II in Poland , relat-
ing to false accusations against the Bishops to 
undermine the role of the Church, affected his 
inclination to give credit to McCarrick’s deni-
als, “who claimed he had never been involved 
in“ sexual misconduct”. And the Report also 
says that none of the people consulted in the 
appointment proceedings gave negative indi-
cations about McCarrick, whom they defined, 
indeed, a “hard worker”.

Not surprisingly, the canonical provisions 
taken between 2018 and 2019 provided, 
among other things, that anonymous denunci-
ations were not set aside. The only non-anon-
ymous complaint existing in 2000, when he 
was appointed in Washington, was the one in-
dicated as “Priest 1”. But the complainant was 
not believed, as “he had previously abused two 
adolescents”.

When new accusations of abuse arrived in 
2005, Benedict XVI asked for the resignation 
of the cardinal who in 2006 left the diocese of 
Washington. It is precisely the fact that Mc-
Carrick was now a bishop emeritus — who, 
moreover, on his “bishop oath” stated that the 
accusations were false — and since there was 

no news of underage victims, they decided not 
to open a formal canonical trial.

The cardinal was “recommended” first oral-
ly, then in writing, to lead a retired life. This 
recommendation was ignored by the cardinal 
who continued to have a high profile public 
life and to travel.

Until 2017, when “the Archdiocese of New 
York learned of McCarrick’s first known alle-
gation of sexual abuse of a victim under the 
age of 18 in the early 1970s. Shortly after the 
accusation was deemed credible, Pope Francis 
asked for McCarrick’s resignation from the 
College of Cardinals”.

The Declaration of Cardinal Parolin recalls 
that in the Letter to the Holy People of God, 
linked to the McCarrick affair, Pope Francis 
wrote: “Looking back to the past, no effort 
to beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm 
done will ever be sufficient”. “Looking ahead 
to the future, no effort must be spared to create 
a culture able to prevent such situations from 
happening, but also to prevent the possibility 
of their being covered up and perpetuated. The 
pain of the victims and their families is also 
our pain, and so it is urgent that we once more 
reaffirm our commitment to ensure the protec-
tion of minors and of vulnerable adults”. — 
AsiaNews 

Errors, underestimations and lies emerge from the McCarrick affair



God is erotically charged and 
the world is achingly amorous, 
hence they caress each other in 
mutual attraction and filiation. 

Jewish philosopher Martin 
Buber made that assertion, and 
while it seems to perfectly echo 
the opening line of St Augus-
tine’s autobiography (You have 
made us for yourself, Lord, and 
our hearts are restless until they 
rest in you.) it hints at something 
more. St Augustine was talking 
about an insatiable ache inside 
the human heart which keeps us 
restless and forever aware that 
everything we experience is not 
enough because the finite un-
ceasingly aches for the infinite, 
and the infinite unceasingly lures 
the finite. But St Augustine was 
speaking of the human heart, 
about the restlessness and pull 
towards God that’s felt there.

Martin Buber is talking about 
that too, but he’s also talking 
about a restlessness, an incur-
able pull towards God, that’s in-
side all of nature, inside the uni-
verse itself.  It isn’t just people 
who are achingly amorous, it’s 
the whole world, all of nature, 
the universe itself. 

What’s being said here? In 
essence, Buber is saying that 

what’s felt inside the human 
heart is also present inside every 
element within nature itself, in 
atoms, molecules, stones, plants, 
insects, and animals. There’s 
the same ache for God inside 
everything that exists, from a 
dead planet, to a black hole, to 
a redwood tree, to our pet dogs 
and cats, to the heart of a saint.  
And in that there’s no distinc-
tion between the spiritual and 
the physical. The one God who 
made both is drawing them both 
in the same way.  

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, 
who was both a scientist and a 
mystic, believed this interplay 
between the energy flowing 
from an erotically charged God 
and that flowing back from an 
amorous world is the energy that 
undergirds the very structure of 
the universe, physical and spir-
itual. For Teilhard, the law of 
gravity, atomic activity, photo-
synthesis, ecosystems, electro-
magnetic fields, animal instinct, 
sexuality, human friendship, cre-
ativity, and altruism, all draw on 
and manifest one and the same 
energy, an energy that is forever 
drawing all things towards each 
other.  If that is true, and it is, 
then ultimately the law of grav-

ity and the Holy Spirit are part 
of one and the same energy, one 
and the same law, one and the 
same interplay of eros and re-
sponse.

At first glance it may seem 
rather unorthodox theologically 
to put people and physical na-
ture on the same plane. Perhaps 
too, some might find it offensive 
to speak of God as “erotically 
charged”. So let me address 
those concerns.

In terms of God relating to 
physical nature, orthodox Chris-
tian theology and our scriptures 
affirm that God’s coming to us 
in Christ in the incarnation is 
an event not just for people, but 

also for physical creation itself. 
When Jesus says he has come to 
save the world he is, in fact, talk-
ing about the world and not just 
the people in the world. Physical 
creation, no less than humanity, 
is God’s child and God intends 
to redeem all of his children. 
Christian theology has never 
taught that the world will be de-
stroyed at the end of time, but 
rather (as St. Paul says) physical 
creation will be transformed and 
enter into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. How will 
the physical world go to heaven? 
We don’t know; though we can’t 
conceptualise how we will go 
there either. But we know this: 
the Christ who took on flesh in 
the incarnation is also the Cos-
mic Christ, that is, the Christ 
through whom all things were 
made and who binds all crea-
tion together. Hence theologi-
ans speak of “deep incarnation”, 
namely, of the Christ-event as 
going deeper than simply saving 
human beings, as saving physi-
cal creation itself.

I can appreciate too that there 
will be some unease about my 
speaking of God as “erotic”, giv-
en that today we generally iden-
tify that word with sex. But that’s 

not the meaning of the word. For 
the Greek philosophers, from 
whom we took this word, eros 
was identified with love, and 
with love in all its aspects. Eros 
did mean sexual attraction and 
emotional obsession, but it also 
meant friendship, playfulness, 
creativity, common sense, and 
altruism. Eros, properly under-
stood, includes all of those ele-
ments, so even if we identify eros 
with sexuality, there still should 
be no discomfort in applying 
this to God. We are made in the 
image and likeness of God, and 
thus our sexuality reflects some-
thing inside the nature of God. A 
God who is generative enough 
to create billions of galaxies and 
is continually creating billions 
of people, clearly is sexual and 
fertile in ways beyond our con-
ception. Moreover, the relentless 
ache inside of every element and 
person in the universe for unity 
with something beyond itself has 
one and the same thing in mind, 
consummation in love with God 
who is Love. 

So, in reality, the law of gravi-
ty and the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
have one and the same aim.  — 
By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights 
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

The Law of  Gravity and 
the Holy Spirit …

HERALD November 15, 2020Varia12

JPII biographer says ‘pathological’ McCarrick 
‘lied to’ the Pope
WASHINGTON: A leading Catho-
lic scholar has said that former car-
dinal Theodore McCarrick was able 
to deceive St John Paul II to secure 
his own promotion, despite allega-
tions of sexual abuse and miscon-
duct. The Vatican’s report on the 
career of McCarrick, published Nov 
10, identifies accusations against 
McCarrick which were known at 
the time he was appointed Arch-
bishop of Washington and named a 
cardinal.

George Weigel, Distinguished 
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and 
Public Policy Centre and a biog-
rapher of St John Paul II, said that 
McCarrick was a “pathological per-
sonality,” and that his ability to lie to 
and deceive those around him, was 
a “hallmark” of his career and rise 
in the Church.

The Vatican’s McCarrick Report, 
more than 400 pages and released 
Nov 10, includes details of accu-
sations made against McCarrick 
over the course of several decades, 
beginning in the 1980s. The report 
noted that it was John Paul II, who 
served as Pope from 1978 to 2005, 
who appointed McCarrick as bishop 
of Metuchen in 1981 and archbish-
op of Newark in 1986, based on his 
“background, skills, and achieve-
ments.”

The report said it was likely that 

John Paul II personally decided to 
appoint McCarrick to Washington, 
even after allegations against the 
American archbishop were shared 
with him in 1999, and after earlier 
allegations and concerns resulted in 
McCarrick’s disqualification from 
consideration to lead the archdio-
ceses of Chicago and New York.

“Information regarding McCa-
rrick’s conduct led to the conclusion 
that it would be imprudent to trans-
fer him from Newark to another See 
on three occasions, namely Chicago 
(in 1997), New York (1999/2000 
and, initially, Washington (July 
2000),” the report said.

“However, Pope John Paul II 
seems to have changed his mind in 
August/September 2000, ultimately 
leading to his decision to appoint 
McCarrick to Washington in No-
vember 2000.”

The report offered a series of rea-
sons as to why John Paul II may 
have changed his mind.

The first reason is that the pontiff 
received “inaccurate information” 
from several US bishops familiar 
with McCarrick’s record. In fact, 
three bishops who had received 
multiple allegations against McCa-
rrick or personally witnessed him 
sexually assaulting a young cleric 
told the Holy See in 2000 that they 
had no concerns about McCarrick’s 

suitability as a bishop, and no reason 
to suspect him of misconduct. 

The report added that St John Paul 
had known McCarrick since the 
mid-1970s, and that McCarrick’s 
denials were considered plausible 
by the Pope. 

“The report speaks of McCa-
rrick’s own personal relationship 
with St John Paul,” said Weigel, 
“and certainly his ability to gain 
and abuse the trust of others is now 
known to have been a hallmark of 
his method of operation.” 

In 2000, shortly before his ap-
pointment to the Archdiocese of 
Washington, McCarrick wrote a let-
ter to St John Paul’s personal secre-
tary, Bishop Stanislaw Dziwisz, de-
nying several accusations brought to 
the Pope’s attention over the years.

“Sure,” McCarrick wrote, “I have 
made mistakes and may have some-
times lacked in prudence, but in the 
seventy years of my life, I have nev-
er had sexual relations with any per-
son, male or female, young or old, 
cleric or lay, nor have I ever abused 
another person or treated them with 
disrespect.” 

McCarrick insisted he was happy 
to either remain in Newark, where 
he was then archbishop, or to resign, 
should the Pope ask him to.

“McCarrick’s letter to then-Bish-
op Dziwsz, John Paul’s secretary, 

is a lie and a terrible example of 
his abuse of a relationship,” Weigel 
said.

The report also highlighted the 
former Pope’s experiences as a bish-
op in Poland during the Soviet era, 
during which baseless accusations 
of sexual misconduct were used by 
Communist authorities to discredit 
the Church.

“Though there is no direct evi-
dence, it appears likely from the 
information obtained that John Paul 
II’s past experience in Poland re-
garding the use of spurious allega-
tions against bishops to degrade the 
standing of the Church played a role 
in his willingness to believe McCa-
rrick’s denials,” the report said.

Weigel said that both the Pope’s 
previous experiences and McCa-
rrick’s well-established ability to de-
ceive those around him contributed 

to McCarrick’s ability to rise in the 
Church.

“St John Paul II’s experience in 
Poland and with the USSR gave 
him more than a passing familiarity 
with the use of baseless slanders and 
slurs against priests and bishops as 
a tactic against the Church,” Weigel 
said.

“In the case of McCarrick, the 
simple fact is that pathological per-
sonalities lie and deceive people - 
even intelligent and saintly people 
- and that’s what McCarrick was 
able to do.”

Weigel said that misjudgements 
by John Paul II need to be seen in 
the context of all the people McCa-
rrick was able to deceive about his 
true nature, over a period of years.

“McCarrick lied to and fooled 
much of the US episcopate,” said 
Weigel. — CNA

The Case of Theodore McCarrick
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VATICAN: Pope Francis has re-
quested that responsibility for fi-
nancial funds and real estate assets, 
including a controversial London 
property, be transferred out of the 
Vatican’s Secretariat of State.

The Pope asked for the manage-
ment and administration of the funds 
and investments to be given to Ad-
ministration of the Patrimony of the 
Apostolic See (APSA), which func-
tions as the Holy See treasury and 
sovereign wealth manager, and also 
administers payroll and operating 
expenses for Vatican City.

Pope Francis’ decision, outlined in 
an Aug 25 letter to Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin, was made as the Secretariat 
of State continues to be at the centre 
of unfolding Vatican financial scan-
dals.

In the letter, made public by the 
Vatican Nov 5, the Pope asked for 
“particular attention” to be paid to 
two specific financial matters: “in-
vestments made in London” and the 
Centurion Global investment fund.

Pope Francis requested that the 
Vatican “exit as soon as possible” 
from the investments, or “at least 
dispose of them in such a way as to 
eliminate all reputational risks.”

The Centurion Global Fund is 
managed by Enrico Crasso, a long-
time investment manager for the Vat-
ican. He told the Italian newspaper 
Corriere della Sera Oct 4 that Pope 
Francis had asked for the fund’s liq-

uidation last year after media report-
ed its use of Vatican assets under its 
management to invest in Hollywood 
films, real estate, and utilities.

The fund also registered a loss of 
some 4.6 per cent in 2018, while at 
the same time incurring manage-
ment fees of roughly two million 
euros, raising questions about the 
prudential use of Vatican resources.

“And now we are closing it,” 
Crasso said Oct 4.

The Secretariat of State has also 
come under fire over a London prop-
erty deal. The building at 60 Sloane 
Avenue was purchased over a period 
of years from the Vatican’s invest-
ment manager Raffaele Mincione 

for a reported 350 million pounds. 
Financier Gianluigi Torzi brokered 
the final stage of the sale. The Vati-
can lost money in the purchase and 
CNA has reported on the potential 
conflicts of interest in the deal. 

The building is now controlled by 
the secretariat through a UK-regis-
tered company, London 60 SA Ltd.

Pope Francis’ Aug 25 letter was 
released by the Vatican on Thursday, 
with a note from Matteo Bruni, di-
rector of the Holy See Press Office, 
saying that a meeting was held Nov. 
4 to create a Vatican commission to 
oversee the transfer of responsibility, 
which will take place over the next 
three months.

Pope Francis also wrote in the let-
ter that, given the changes he has re-
quested, the role of the Secretariat of 
State’s Administrative Office, which 
managed the financial assets, should 
be redefined or the necessity for its 
existence evaluated.

Among the Pope’s requests in the 
letter is that the Secretariat for the 
Economy have oversight over all 
administrative and financial affairs 
of the offices of the Roman Curia, 
including the Secretariat of State, 
which will have no financial over-
sight.

The Secretariat of State will also 
carry out its operations through an 
approved budget incorporated into 
the overall budget of the Holy See, 
Pope Francis said. The one excep-
tion will be those confidential opera-
tions which concern the sovereignty 
of the city state, and which can be 
carried out only with the approval of 
the “Commission for Reserved Mat-
ters,” formed last month. 

At a Nov 4 meeting with Pope 
Francis, a commission was formed 
to oversee the transfer of financial 
administration from the Secretariat 
of State to APSA. 

The “Commission for Passage 
and Control,” according to Bruni, 
is composed of the “sostituto” of 
the Secretariat of State Archbishop 
Edgar Peña Parra, APSA president 
Bishop Nunzio Galantino, and the 
Secretariat for the Economy’s pre-

fect, Fr Juan A. Guerrero, SJ.
Cardinal Pietro Parolin and Arch-

bishop Fernando Vérgez, secretary 
general of the Governorate of Vati-
can City State, also participated in 
the Nov 4 meeting.

In his letter to Parolin, the Pope 
wrote that in his reform of the Ro-
man Curia he had been “reflecting 
and praying” about an opportunity 
to give a “better organisation” to the 
economic and financial activities 
of the Vatican, so that they will be 
“more evangelical, transparent and 
efficient.”

“The Secretariat of State is with-
out a shadow of a doubt, the dicas-
tery which sustains more closely 
and directly the action of the Holy 
Father in his mission, representing 
an essential point of reference of the 
life of the Curia and of the dicaster-
ies which make a part of it,” Francis 
said.

“It does not seem, however, nec-
essary, nor opportune, that the Sec-
retariat of State should perform all 
of the functions which are already 
attributed to other dicasteries,” he 
continued.

“It is preferable, therefore, that 
even in economic and financial 
matters the principle of subsidiarity 
is implemented, without prejudice 
to the specific role of the Secre-
tariat of State and the indispensable 
task it carries out.” — By Hannah                  
Brockhaus, CNA

Pope transfers financial administration 
out of  the Secretariat of  State

WASHINGTON: The Holy See an-
nounced that Pope Francis has re-
moved control of financial affairs and 
investments from the Secretariat of 
State, transferring them to the Prefec-
ture for the Economy and Administra-
tion of the Patrimony of the Apostolic 
See (APSA). The decision, made in 
August, is the latest in a series of ac-
tions taken by the Pope in response to 
the secretariat’s management of Vati-
can money.

The decision is a dramatic turn in 
the financial scandals surrounding the 
secretariat, and in the project of curial 
reform which has been grinding on 
slowly since the beginning of Francis’ 
pontificate.

The Secretariat of State has previ-
ously controlled funds amounting 
to hundreds of millions of euros, as 
well as an extensive property portfo-
lio spread across the world. At times, 
there has been so much cash at its 
disposal that it has been informally 
referred to as the Vatican’s third bank, 
after the IOR (Institute for the Works 
of Religion) and APSA.

Now, after more than a year of re-
porting has laid bare the details of its 
investments and business partners, 
management of assets and invest-
ments is being given over to APSA, 
under the oversight of the Prefecture 
for the Economy, with the secretariat 
only retaining control of “sovereign” 
financial affairs – essentially diplo-
matic expenditures – which are sub-
ject to the oversight of a new commit-

tee created by Francis last month.
While the letter from Francis to 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin announcing 
the move was graciously phrased, 
the reasons for the Pope’s decision 
were outlined starkly – specifically 
mentioning the London property 
deal which kicked off the unfolding 
of recent scandals, and the Centurion 
Global Fund, run by Enrico Crasso, 
the former banker at Credit Suisse and 
longtime investment manager for the 
secretariat.

Now, the Pope has ordered the sec-
retariat to turn over control of its in-
vestments and assets and “exit as soon 
as possible” from the investments, or 
“at least dispose of them in such a way 
as to eliminate all reputational risks.”

But eliminating “all reputational 
risks” could prove more difficult even 
than closing down Vatican invest-
ments in the Centurion fund or selling 
a building for hundreds of millions of 
euros.

The Centurion fund itself, a CNA 
investigation found, is connected to 
several institutions linked to allega-
tions of money laundering.

Crasso, its manager, was also in-
strumental in introducing the Vati-
can to Raffaele Mincione, the Italian 
businessman who took charge of 
several hundred million euros of sec-
retariat funds and sold them the Lon-
don building, and to Gianluigi Torzi, 
who was arrested earlier this year for 
his role in brokering the final stage of 
the sale.

Last month, a recording surfaced in 
Italian media that apparently captured 
Torzi, Crasso, and a secretariat official 
discussing both payments to Torzi for 
his role in the sale, and other invest-
ments Torzi wanted the Vatican to 
make in products he managed.

The London building itself, 60 
Sloane Ave., is controlled by the sec-
retariat through a UK registered hold-
ing company. As CNA recently re-
ported, the company’s sole remaining 
director, a British-Italian architect and 
property developer named Luciano 
Capaldo, has multiple business links 
to Torzi.

When Capaldo was initially listed 
as a director of London 60 SA, official 
UK corporate filings approved by the 
Secretariat of State identified him as 
a “Vatican citizen.” A subsequent fil-
ing changed Capaldo’s nationality of 
record to British and Italian.

It is not clear if the original submis-
sion was an error, or if Capaldo had in 
fact been granted Vatican citizenship. 
The corporate filing form needed to be 
countersigned by both Capaldo and 
the secretariat.

CNA has asked the Secretariat of 
State to clarify if and why Capaldo 
was granted Vatican citizenship, and 
to date has received no response, leav-
ing open important questions about 
the overlap between the secretariat’s 
handling of financial affairs and its 
sovereign diplomatic functions.

More broadly, Francis’ decision 
to strip the Secretariat of State of the 
power of the purse represents a jump 
“back to the future” for curial reform.

In the early days of the Francis 
pontificate, plans for curial reform 
included the possibility of reducing 
dramatically the size and scope of the 
secretariat’s influence over Church 
governance, even the possibility of 
breaking the department up altogether. 
At the same time, central to the Pope’s 
drive for combating corruption was 
his effort to grant to the Secretariat 
for the Economy, then under Cardinal 
George Pell, total oversight of all cu-
rial finances.

Both of those reforms were suc-
cessfully fought off by the Secretariat 
of State, aided in large part by Car-
dinal Angelo Becciu, who was then 
serving at sostituto at the secretariat.

So successful was the effort to re-
verse the trend of reform that a recent 
draft of a new apostolic constitution 

for the Roman curia actually envis-
aged an expanded role for the Secre-
tariat of State, placing it at the centre 
of all curial affairs and Church gov-
ernance.

Now, with Becciu out of the curia 
and Parolin excluded from key fi-
nancial oversight boards, the tide of 
reform appears to have come back in 
for the Secretariat of State.

Pope Francis’s letter to Parolin as-
sured the cardinal that the department 
remained, “without a shadow of a 
doubt,” central to the curia and the 
Pope’s governance of the Church.

But, with Vatican prosecutors still 
investigating the full extent of pos-
sible financial mismanagement and 
malfeasance at the secretariat, and a 
mounting toll of suspensions, resigna-
tions, and arrests among key figures, 
Francis’s reassurance appears to be 
the spoonful of sugar on a large and 
bitter pill Parolin has been asked to 
swallow.

Following the Pope’s dramatic 
sacking of Cardinal Becciu in Sep-
tember, Cardinal Pell thanked Francis 
for his direct action on cleaning up the 
Vatican’s finances.

“The Holy Father was elected to 
clean up Vatican finances,” Pell said, 
noting that the Pope “plays a long 
game” in reforming the curia.  

After seven years, Francis’ efforts 
at reform now appear to be, paradoxi-
cally, both back to the beginning, and 
further along than ever before. — By 
Ed Condon, CNA

Pope Francis’ ‘long game’ of Vatican financial reform comes full circle

Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin talks to journalists after a 
symposium organised by the US Embassy to the Holy See in Rome Sept 30, 
2020. (CNA photo/Alan Holdren)
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“Act like Wonder Woman.”
At the bottom of a wooden amphi-

theatre, the man with salt and pepper hair puts 
his hands on his hips.

With a Roman collar around his neck, he 
continues to give instructions from behind his 
black face mask: “Plant your feet firmly on 
the ground, rotate your body, and shake your 
hands.”

The some 40 people in the audience imitate 
his motions like good sports.

They are priests, male and women religious 
and even lay people employed by the Church 
who have come for a week-long leadership 
training workshop.

It took place between Oct 19-26 at the Gen-
eral Curia of the Society of Jesus, just a stone’s 
throw from St Peter’s Square.

The man who is directing 
the course is Fr David Mc-
Callum, vice-president of 
Jesuit-run Le Moyne College 
in Syracuse, New York.

A graduate of Columbia 
University, he draws directly 
from methods imported from 
business schools, many of 
which are run by his fellow 
Jesuits in the United States.

“What is the dream of your dicastery? Of 
your congregation?” he asks the group.

“The temptation is to shrink dreams. These 
dreams continue; they are Jesus’ dreams,” he 
says.

“Now is the time to make decisions”
The week-long training session is in English. 
Three weeks earlier, the Jesuits held the initial 
session in Spanish.

Most of the Catholic leaders in attendance 
hold major positions in the Roman Curia, the 
so-called Vatican Bank or religious congrega-
tions. But what are they looking for in these 
training sessions?

A better method for making decisions, several 
of them say.

“We have worked a lot on 
personal discernment, but we 
still need to discover what this 
means for a group or an insti-
tution,” explains Victor As-
souad, general counsellor for 
the Jesuit superior general for 
Western Europe.

Fr Assouad is one of those 
taking part in the training.

“The epidemic is a time for change,” he con-
tinues.

“There is a chance here to come out of it all 
different. Now is the time to make decisions,” 
the priest says.

He’s quite comfortable with the word “lead-
ership”, although he admits that it can “embar-
rass many people in the Church.”

“Detectors of Grace”
The aim of the organisers, above all, is to find 
ways of decision-making that are both effective 
and adapted to the Church.

“There are two ways of doing things in reli-
gious congregations,” explains Fr McCallum.

“We can either say God will provide and wait 
for the rest to follow, or we can pay a lot of mon-
ey for consultants to come up with some kind 
of business plan, as though it were any kind of 
business. Neither option is satisfactory. So, we 
try to define a middle way,” he says.

“Our specificity is that we take into account 

vulnerability,” Fr John Dardis, 
one of the trainers, points out to 
the participants.

“We must be aware of every-
one’s shadow side, not forget-
ting that it exists,” he cautions.

Fr Dardis also urges those 
present to be “detectors of 
grace”.

“For years, the Church has been a very good 
detector of disgrace and faults, especially in the 
field of sexuality. We must not stop there,” he 
tells them.

“We have to be open to improvisation”
Above all, the organisers also want to imple-
ment “subsidiarity”, an old principle of canon 
law regularly put forward by Pope Francis.

“Train your collaborators, support them, 
don’t give them missions that exceed their ca-
pacities,” Fr Dardis says.

“Pope Francis’ approach obliges the dicaster-
ies to collaborate and work differently,” chimes 
in Father McCallum.

He cites the migrant crisis and global warm-
ing.

“In these two areas, if we want to reflect and 

decide, we need to combine different skills and 
different services. Otherwise, we won’t suc-
ceed. We need to be open to improvisation,” he 
insists.

This is a rather rare word in the Roman Cu-
ria, where hierarchical structures are very strong 
and decision-making processes are often set in 
stone.

Sr Roxanne Schares follows attentively.
She’s the Superior General of the School 

Sisters of Notre Dame, a congregation of 2,200 
religious sisters in 30 countries. This former 
missionary in East Africa also insists on the dif-
ficulty of making decisions in a changing world.

“In our congregation, we have been very in-
vested in education,” she says.

She points out that it’s become more difficult 
to make decisions in a changing world.

“Today, the way of being educators is not the 
same as it was a century ago. The laity have tak-
en (the sisters’) place; they need to be trained,” 
Sr Roxanne notes.

“How can we accompany this change? How 
can we better support the laity who work with 
us? It is an immense challenge.” — By Loup 
Besmond de Senneville, LCI (https:// interna-
tional.la-croix.com/

When Vatican officials train for leadership

St. Peter’s Square

Fr David 
McCallum, SJ

Fr Victor 
Assouad, SJ

Fr John 
Dardis, SJ
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Dear children,
God has given each of us talents, or things that 
we're good at. In today's parable, Jesus tells 
about a master who gave three of his servants 
large amounts of money, which were also called 
talents. 
Two of the men used the talents and earned 

more, but one just hid his talent and didn't use it 
at all. When the master returned, he rewarded 
the men who had used theirs, but punished the 

man who hadn't. 
Some people have many talents and do lots of 

neat things. Other people can only do a few things 
well. But no matter what you can do, God expects 
you to do your best. 
What are some things you're good at?What are 

some things you are not very good at? Rather than 
think about the things we can't do, we should be 
happy to do the things we can, and do them for 
God! Some people are good at drawing or writing. 

They can make people happy and teach people 
about God by drawing pictures or writing stories 
or letters. Some people are good at talking to 
people and making friends. They can show God's 
love and make people happy.  Some people have a 
talent of being patient with others, and show Je-
sus' love that way. What are your talents? How 
can you use them to bring people closer to God? 

   Aunty Eliz

How well do you know the parable from today’s Gospel? 
Put the numbers 1 to 6 in the boxes in the correct 
order of the story. 

Let’s Colour 

Answer: The first man han ten, the second had four and the third man one. 
Answer: Top, left to right: 6,2.   Middle: 4,1     Bottom: 3,5  

For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an 
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be 

taken from him. (Matthew 25:29)
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BARCELONA, Spain: A 
19-year-old Spanish mar-
tyr who gave his life while 

protecting the Eucharist was beati-
fied Nov 7 at a Mass in the Sagrada 
Família Basilica in Barcelona.

“Yesterday in Barcelona Joan Roig Dig-
gle, a lay man and martyr killed at the age 
of 19 during the Spanish Civil War, was pro-
claimed Blessed,” Pope Francis said in his 
Angelus address Nov 8.

“May his example arouse in everyone, 
especially the young, the desire to live the 
Christian vocation to the full,” the Pope said.

Blessed Joan Roig Diggle was killed “for 
love of the faith” in 1936 during the Spanish 
Civil War. The young man was known for 
his devotion to the Eucharist at a time when 
churches in Barcelona were being closed, 
burned, or destroyed, so a priest entrusted 
Joan Roig with a ciborium containing the 
Blessed Sacrament to distribute Holy Com-
munion to those most in need in their homes 
as it was not possible to attend Mass.

During one of these visits, Joan Roig told a 
family that he knew that red militiamen were 
trying to kill him. “I fear nothing, I take the 
Master with me,” he said. When those seek-
ing his life knocked on his door, the young 
man consumed the hosts he had been guard-
ing to protect them from potential desecra-
tion.

The Libertarian Youth 
patrol then took him to 
the Santa Coloma cem-
etery where he was killed 
on Sept. 11, 1936 with 
five shots to the heart and 
one to the head. Blessed 
Joan Roig’s last words 
were: “May God forgive 
you as I forgive you.”

At Joan Roig’s beatification on Nov 7, 
Cardinal Juan José Omella, archbishop of 
Barcelona, said in his homily that the young 
man was an “ardent defender of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church” and provides youth 
today with a “testimony of love for Christ 
and for his brothers.”

The apostolic nuncio in Spain, Bishop 

Bernardito Auza, and the archbishop emeri-
tus of Barcelona, Cardinal Lluís Martínez 
Sistach, concelebrated the Mass, which took 
place with a limited attendance to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19.

Cardinal Omella said: “Joan teaches us 
that all Christians are called to live our faith 

in community. No one 
builds his own faith alone, 
the Christian faith is essen-
tially communal.”

Blessed Joan Roig Dig-
gle is currently buried in a 
side chapel at the parish of 
St. Peter in El Masnou in 
Barcelona.

“He can be a model of 
Christian life for young people and adults in 
our society, his testimony can arouse the de-
sire to follow Christ with joy and generosity. 
The deep friendship with God, prayer, the 
Eucharistic life and the apostolic ardour of 
the young Blessed unites us to Christ and his 
Gospel,” the cardinal said. — By Courtney 
Mares, CNA

Teen martyred 
while protecting the 
Eucharist beatified

Joan Roig Diggle

Beatification Mass for Joan Roig Diggle in the Sagrada Família Basilica in Barcelona Nov 7, 
2020. (EsglésiaBarcelona ES twitter)

Joan was born in Barcelona on May 
12, 1917. His father was Ramón Roig 

Fuente and his mother, Maud Diggle 
Puckering, was from England.

He studied in schools run by De La 
Salle Brothers and the Piarist Fathers. 
His family experienced economic dif-
ficulties, so Joan worked to help cover 
expenses while he was pursuing his 
studies. Among his teachers were Fr. Ig-
nacio Casanovas and Blessed Francisco 
Carceller, who would also go on to be-
come martyrs.

His family moved to Masnou and the 
young man joined the Federation of 
Young Christians of Catalonia (FJCC), 
created in 1932 by Albert Bonet, which 
had 8,000 members before the Spanish 
Civil War. He wrote about social issues 
in the FJCC newsletter and was appoint-
ed to lead the catechesis of children be-
tween 10 and 14 years old.

“When he came to Masnou no one 
knew him, but his piety and ardent love 
for the Eucharist soon became evident. 
He spent hours before the Blessed Sac-
rament without realising it. His exam-
ple converted more than his words,” 
the president of the FJCC youth branch 
wrote in 1936.

Fr José Gili Doria, the vicar of Mas-
nou, wrote in 1936: “One day Joan 
said to me: ‘I normally dedicate at least 
two hours a day to spiritual life: Mass, 
communion, meditation and visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament; it is little, but my 
work and the apostolate do not give me 
more.”

In July 1936, Joan told some of his fel-
low members of the FJCC they should 
all be preparing to receive martyrdom 
with grace and courage, as did the first 
Christians.

In the intense persecution that fol-
lowed, it is estimated that some 300 
young people from this organisation 
were killed in Catalonia, including some 
40 priests. The headquarters of the FJCC 
was burned.

Joan’s mother said that in those days 
her son “was relieving sorrows, encour-
aging the timid, visiting the wounded, 
searching hospitals daily among the 
dead to find out which of his own had 
been killed.”

“Every night, at the foot of the bed, 
with the crucifix clasped in his hands, 
he implored for some clemency, for oth-
ers forgiveness, and for all mercy and 
strength,” she said.

May his example arouse 
in everyone, especially 
the young, the desire 
to live the Christian 
vocation to the full

Pope Francis
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PHILIPPINES: Mark Carlo Herrera Cruz 
had about a year to prepare for what he 
called “a pilgrimage of a lifetime” in Kra-
kow, Poland.

It was already mid-2015 and he was not 
sure where to get the money for his trip. He 
needed at least US$2,500 to cover all his ex-
penses.

One evening, Cruz prayed the Holy Rosary 
and asked God to give him the “strength and 
resources” needed “to fulfill this mission.”

The next morning, the then-22-year-old 
native of Batangas province realised that his 
prayers had already been answered even be-
fore he asked for it.

“The answer to my prayers was already in 
the palm of my hand, the rosary beads,” he 
said.

Earlier, Cruz got interested in crafting ro-
saries. He started with simple beads and de-
signs that he acquired in a local bead shop.

So, months before the World Youth Day, “I 
dared myself to make and sell rosaries.” He 
said “there was no grand plan.”

“I just took my tools and started crafting,” 
he said.

After finishing several pieces, he took 
photos and posted them on his social media 
account. He later received messages plac-
ing orders of his rosaries that were priced at 
US$7 a piece.

Cruz spent sleepless nights crafting and 
selling rosaries.

“I was surprised by how people respond-
ed,” he said. “I got a lot of inquiries and or-
ders. Honestly, I don’t know how many rosa-
ries I made that year.”

Cruz earned about US$4,000 from crafting 
and selling rosaries, enough for him to travel 

to Poland in July 2016.
After the week-long pilgrimage, when 

Cruz thought it was over, he still continued 
to receive messages from people expressing 
their interest in his rosaries.

Cruz said he usually spends at least 45 
minutes to craft a rosary with a simple design 
and at least six hours to finish a rosary with 
intricate and elaborate patterns.

“I can only craft them during weekends 
and in the evening before going to bed be-
cause I have a day job,” he said, adding that 
it is not a money-making venture.

“Crafting rosaries is a passion,” he said. 
“Every detail and every bead comes from 
how I interpret the personality of the person 
who would use the rosary.”

Cruz said some of his clients are priests, 
nuns, and members of church organizations, 
“but a lot of them are individuals, common 
people, or the lay faithful.”

In 2018, Mark Carlo Herrera Cruz used his 
skills in crafting and selling rosaries to fund 
another pilgrimage to Rome. He was able to 
earn at least US$4,000.

In 2018, Cruz was again chosen to partici-
pate in an international gathering in Rome to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Neocat-
echumenal Way, also known as the Neocat-
echumenate, an itinerary of Christian forma-
tion within the Catholic Church.

He was “a little bit confident” that he could 
fund his next international pilgrimage by 
crafting and selling rosaries.

“The Holy Rosary again answered my 
prayer,” he said. He was able to go to Rome.

In recent months, Cruz made more than a 
dozen hand-crafted habit rosaries for the Na-
tional Shrine of Our Lady of the Holy Ro-

sary of La Naval de Manila.
The rosaries were placed on images of Do-

minican Saints and on the image of the Our 
Lady of the Holy Rosary of La Naval during 
its feast in October 2019.

He also crafted rosaries that were used 
for more than 200 religious images in dio-
ceses across the country, including one that 
was used for Our Lady of Lourdes of Punta 
Princesa in the Archdiocese of Cebu.

Mark Carlo Herrera Cruz has lost count of 
the number of rosaries he has crafted since 
2015. 

“I don’t consider rosary-making a busi-
ness but a charism that is given to me to help 
spread the devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary,” he said.

“As a sinner, I used to say that it is my 
privilege and great joy to be an instrument of 
someone’s devotion,” he said.

While a simple hand-crafted rosary costs 
US$7, the price gets higher depending on the 
design and the materials.

The most expensive piece of the rosary 
that he crafted sold for about US$300.

In March, Cruz thought orders for hand-
crafted rosaries would decline because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, but the demand con-
tinued to grow.

“It only shows that the devotion to the 
Holy Rosary and to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
is growing amidst the challenges that we are 
facing because of the pandemic,” he said. — 
By Mark Saludes, LiCas News

SANDAKAN: The Catholic Students 
Family (CSF) of Universiti Malaysia 
Sabah (UMS) held a ‘Welcoming Junior 
Gathering’ (WJG) programme with the 
theme Young man, I say to you arise! 
Luke 7:14 via Google Meet Oct 24.

About 29 students including several 
special guests Sr Rusiah Garuk fsic, 
Fettwinda Sipaan, Herry Kamuntah 
and Corey Felino Henry from Diocesan 
Youth Apostolate, Christopher Aban of 
Sandakan Parish Youth Apostolate and 
Janarius Majin, representative of St Pe-
ter’s Church, Manila River, participated 
in this programme. 

The programme began with an open-
ing prayer led by Bellericter followed 
by a welcoming speech and introduction 
of CSF members for the 2019/2020 ses-
sion.

Macarius Sading, President of CSF 
gave an introduction and history of the 
establishment of CSF UMS Sandakan. 
After that, Sr Rusiah, Christopher Aban 
and Janarius Majin gave their speeches.

Then they began the ‘Ice breaking’ 
session, facilitated by Voney Sinton and 
Elvian Edmund with the aim of getting 
to know one another. The event contin-
ued with a sharing session from UMS 

campus students and UMS alumni fol-
lowed by a question and answer session.

At the end, Macarius Sading encour-
aged the students to intensify and ex-
plore their potential so that these talents 
can be used to serve God. The WJG pro-
gramme ended with a closing prayer led 
by Ferudelin Lanus.

Hopefully through this programme, 
campus students will carry on such 
meetings so that the spirit and unity of 
the campus students, especially Catho-
lics, can continue to be refreshed and 
support each other. — By Corey Felino 
Henry, CS

Young Filipino Catholic realises dreams by crafting rosaries

Catholic students 
welcomed at UMS

SIXTEEN students 
receive the 

Sacrament of 
Confirmation

KUCHING: After a long wait, a small group of 16 
students from Blessed Sacrament Church were fi-
nally able to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
at a special 4.00pm Mass on Sunday Oct 18. It was 
celebrated by Fr Nicholas Ng and concelebrated by 
Parish Rector, Fr Patrick Heng.

Under the current COVID-19 pandemic, Fr Nich-
olas Ng had been granted the faculty to administer 
the Sacrament of Confirmation by Archbishop Si-
mon Poh, the Ordinary Minister of Confirmation.

In conforming to the SOP for churches enforced 
by the Government authorities, only about 80 peo-
ple were able to attend the Mass of the confirmands. 
Only family members and godparents were given 
permission to attend the celebration, organised by 
the Bible and Faith Formation Committee (BFFC) 
Sunday School Chinese session. — By Ivy Chai, 
Today’s CatholicWelcome Junior Gathering of Catholic Student Family of UMS via Google Meet.

Mark Carlo Herrera Cruz crafts rosaries during weekends and in the evening in his small 
apartment in the city of Manila. (LiCas News photo/Mark Saludes)

A confirmand receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation 
from Fr Nicholas Ng. (Today’s Catholic Photo/Peter 
Chai/James Tsau)



I keep the Lord always 
before me; because he is 

at my right hand,                   
I shall not be moved.

Therefore my heart               
is glad, and my soul 
rejoices; my body 
also rests secure.

For you do not give me 
up to Sheol, or let your 
faithful one see the Pit.

You show me                          
the path  of life.                       
In your presence                 

there is fullness of joy; 
in your right hand are 

pleasures forever more.

Psalm 16:8-11
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7th Anniversary                     
In Everloving Memory of

Dearest Loy,                         
though you are in the Lord’s 
loving embrace now, in our 

hearts you will always remain 
with much love, fondness and 

sweet memories.
Deeply missed and                     

forever remembered by loving 
wife, son, brother, sisters, and 
a host of relatives and friends.

ALOYSIUS PEREIRA               
Returned to his Maker on 

1st November 2013

          

Sunshine passes, shadows fall,                                 
Love’s remembrance outlasts all,                                 

And though the years are passing by,                        
They are fondly filled with memories of you 

Always in our thoughts and prayers.

Deeply missed and fondly remembered by                                                  
wife, children and loved ones.

In Loving Memory of

DATO’ SERI 
CAHAYA EDGAR 

ANTHONY 
DURAISINGAM 

DEPARTED: 
9/11/2006

          

                    

“I have fought the good fight,                                             
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”                           

— 2 Tim 4:7
Always remembered and loved by                                    

your wife, son, family, relatives and friends.

“I have fought the good fight,                                             
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”                           

— 2 Tim 4:7
Ever remembered by friends and old boys Montfort 

Boys Town, Batu Tiga, Selangor.

Our hearts still ache 
with sadness and                 

many tears still flow.                     
What it meant                         

to lose you, no one                        
will ever know.                     

We hold you close         
within our hearts and 
there you will remain.       

To walk with us                  
throughout our lives 
until we meet again.

Dearly missed by,                                                                  
Your beloved sisters, 

brother, wife, 
daughters, sons, 

nephews and nieces.

2nd Anniversary                                                
In Loving Memory of

1st Anniversary                                                
In Loving Memory of

1st Anniversary                                                
In Ever Loving Memory of

Joseph Marcel Gomez
Departed: 15 November 2018

CHARLIE GOH 
SIN CHAN                    

(ex Bro Paul s.g. at 
Montfort 1964-1969)

Born:                                   
1 November 1925 Die

d:                                   
18 November 2019

Don Bosco Raman 
16th March 1960 – 

16th November 2019

          

With more than a billion people in the world
God chose you for me to treasure and hold

We shared our lives and walked close together
Thinking this walk with you would last forever.

But suddenly fate decided that only one can stay
Unfortunately it was you who had to go away
Nine long years since you left us and departed
It seems like yesterday you left and we parted.

I stood numb with despair as I watched you go
My whole world shattered my spirit sank so low
Calling you daily to come back cause I am alone
I need you beside me, my dearest, my very own.

Daily I think of all what you wished and said
How can I forget the love and care we shared

We journeyed so happily for forty-five golden years
Sadly we were not gifted to carry on for more years.

You are always in our hearts,      
Beloved wife, children and grandchildren.

9th Anniversary                                            
In Loving Memory of

Albert Ebenezer Devadass
Called home to be with the Lord                 

18th November 2011
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St Gertrude the Great Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, November 15
(Apocalypse 7:10,12)
Victory to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb! Praise and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honour and power and strength to our 
God for ever and ever. Amen.

Monday,November 16
(2 Thessalonians 3:10-13)
Do not let anyone have any food if he re-
fuses to do any work. Now we hear that 
there are some of you who are living in 
idleness, doing no work themselves but 
interfering with everyone else’s. In the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we order and call on 
people of this kind to go on quietly work-
ing and earning the food that they eat. 
My brothers, never grow tired of doing 
what is right.

Tuesday, November 17
(Romans 12:1-2)
Think of God’s mercy, my brothers, 
and worship him, I beg you, in a way 
that is worthy of thinking beings, by 
offering your living bodies as a holy 
sacrifice, truly pleasing to God. Do not 
model yourselves on the behaviour of 
the world around you, but let your be-
haviour change, modelled by your new 
mind. This is the only way to discover 
the will of God and know what is good, 
what it is that God wants, what is the 
perfect thing to do.

Wednesday, November 18
(Isaiah 66:1-2)
Be careful, my child, in all you do, well-
disciplined in all your behaviour. Do to 
no one what you would not want done 
to you. Give your bread to those who 
are hungry, and your clothes to those 
who are naked. Whatever you own in 
plenty, devote a proportion to almsgiv-
ing. Bless the Lord God in everything; 
beg him to guide your ways and bring 
your paths and purposes to their end.                                                       

Thursday, November 19
(2 Corinthians 12:9-10)
Thus says the Lord:With heaven my 
throne
and earth my footstool,
what house could you build me,
what place could you make for my rest?
All of this was made by my hand
and all this is mine – it is the Lord who 
speaks.
But my eyes are drawn to the man
of humbled and contrite spirit,
who trembles at my word.

Friday, November 20
(Ephesians 4: 29-32)
Do not use harmful words in talking. Use 
only helpful words, the kind that build 
up and provide what is needed, so that 
what you say will do good to those who 
hear you. And do not make God’s Holy 
Spirit sad; for the Spirit is God’s mark of 
ownership on you, a guarantee that the 
Day wil,l come when God will set you 
free. Get rid of all bitterness, passion, 
and anger. No more shouting or insults. 
No more hateful feelings of any sort. 
Instead, be kind and tenderhearted to 
one another, and forgive one another, 
as God has forgiven you in Christ.

Saturday, November 21
(2 Peter 1: 10-11)
Brothers, you have been called and 
chosen; work all the harder to justify it 
by good deeds. If you do all these things 
there is no danger that you will ever fall 
away. In this way you will be granted 
admittance into eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and saviour Jesus Christ.

On Nov. 16, the Catholic Church cel-
ebrates the memory of a distinguished 

medieval nun and writer in the Benedictine 
monastic tradition, St Gertrude of Helfta, 
better known as “St Gertrude the Great.”

One of the most esteemed female saints of 
the Christian West, she was a notable early 
devotee of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

“She was an exceptional woman, endowed 
with special natural talents and extraordinary 
gifts of grace, the most profound humility 
and ardent zeal for her neighbour’s salva-
tion,” Pope Benedict XVI said of St Ger-
trude in an October 2010 general audience.

“She was in close communion with God 
both in contemplation and in her readiness to 
go to the help of those in need.”

Born in Germany on Jan 6, 1256, Gertrude 
was sent at age 5 to a monastery in Helfta 
to receive her education and religious for-
mation. Under the leadership of the abbess 
Gertrude of Hackeborn, the monastery was 
highly regarded for its spiritual and intellec-
tual vitality. The young Gertrude’s teacher, 
later canonised in her own right, was the ab-
bess’ sister, St Matilda of Hackeborn.

A gifted student with a great thirst for 
knowledge, Gertrude excelled in her study 
of the arts and sciences of her day, while liv-
ing according to her community’s strict prac-
tice of the Rule of St Benedict. By her own 
account, however, something seems to have 

been lacking in Gertrude’s personal devo-
tion, which suffered due to her overemphasis 
of intellectual and cultural pursuits.

A change in her priorities began near the 
end of the year 1280, in the season of Ad-
vent. Gertrude was 24 and had greatly distin-
guished herself in many fields of study. But 
her accomplishments began to seem mean-
ingless, as she considered the true meaning 

and goal of her monastic vocation. Anxious 
and depressed, Gertrude felt she had built a 
“tower of vanity and curiosity” rather than 
seeking to love God above all things and live 
in union with him.

In January of the following year, she ex-
perienced a vision of Christ, hearing him de-
clare: “I have come to comfort you and bring 
you salvation.” During 1281, her priorities 
shifted dramatically, away from secular 
knowledge and toward the study of Scrip-
ture and theology. Gertrude devoted herself 
strongly to personal prayer and meditation, 
and began writing spiritual treatises for the 
benefit of her monastic sisters.

Understanding the love of Christ as the 
supreme and fundamental reality, Gertrude 
communicated this truth in her writings and 
strove to live in accordance with it. Though 
acutely aware of her own persistent faults, 
she also came to understand the depths of 
God’s mercy. She accepted the illness and 
pain of her final years in a spirit of personal 
sacrifice, while recalling the goodness of 
God that had transformed her life.

St Gertrude the Great died on Nov. 16, 
though it is not known whether this was in 
the year 1301 or 1302. While some of her 
written works were lost, others survive: The 
Herald of Divine Love, The Life and Revela-
tions, and St Gertrude’s Spiritual Exercises. 
— CNA

On November 16, the Church celebrates 
the feastday of St Margaret, Queen of 

Scotland. Her feastday was originally June 
10, but was moved to November 16, the day 
of her death, upon the renewal of the Church’s 
Lirutgical calendar. Some continue to cel-
ebrate her feast on June 10, but many, includ-
ing all of Scotland, celebrate her feast today.

Margaret was born into royalty in Hun-
gary around 1045. Her father was Edward 
Atheling, heir to the English throne, and her 
mother was Princess Agatha of Hungary. Her 
family returned to England when she was 10 
years old, but the Norman Conquest forced 
them into exile. By this time, her father had 
died, and her mother fled with the children. 
They boarded a ship which crashed onto the 
coast of Scotland, where they remained.

In 1070, at the age of 25, Margaret married 
the king of Scotland, Malcolm Canmore. As 
queen, Margaret’s faith had a strong influence 
on her husband’s reign. She softened his tem-
per and led him to practise virtue. She digni-
fied the court, providing an example of purity 
and reverence that led others to follow in her 

path. She and the king prayed together and 
fed the hungry, offering a powerful witness of 
faith to the people they served.

In addition to being a model wife and 
mother, Margaret worked tirelessly to bring 
justice and relief to the poor of Scotland. She 
also built churches and encouraged practices 
of religious devotion. In her private life, she 

exhibited great prayerfulness and piety. Her 
influence was seen not only in her husband’s 
life, but throughout all of Scotland.

Margaret died in 1093, just four days after 
her husband and one of her sons were killed 
in battle. She was canonised in 1250 by Pope 
Innocent IV and named patron of Scotland in 
1673.

St Margaret of Scotland

In her short life, Elizabeth manifested such 
great love for the poor and suffering that 

she has become the patroness of Catholic 
charities and of the Secular Franciscan Order. 
The daughter of the King of Hungary, Eliza-
beth chose a life of penance and asceticism 
when a life of leisure and luxury could easily 
have been hers. This choice endeared her in 
the hearts of the common people throughout 
Europe.

At the age of 14, Elizabeth was married to 
Louis of Thuringia, whom she deeply loved. 
She bore three children. Under the spiritual 
direction of a Franciscan friar, she led a life of 
prayer, sacrifice, and service to the poor and 
sick. Seeking to become one with the poor, 
she wore simple clothing. Daily she would 
take bread to hundreds of the poorest in the 
land who came to her gate.

After six years of marriage, her husband 
died in the Crusades, and Elizabeth was 

grief-stricken. Her husband’s family looked 
upon her as squandering the royal purse, and 
mistreated her, finally throwing her out of 
the palace. The return of her husband’s allies 
from the Crusades resulted in her being re-
instated, since her son was legal heir to the 
throne.

In 1228, Elizabeth joined the Secular Fran-
ciscan Order, spending the remaining few 
years of her life caring for the poor in a hospi-
tal which she founded in honour of St Francis 
of Assisi. Elizabeth’s health declined, and she 
died before her 24th birthday in 1231. Her 
great popularity resulted in her canonisation 
four years later. — Franciscan Media

St Elizabeth of Hungary
Feastday: November 17

Feastday: November 16

Feastday: November 16

Patron Saint of:
Hospitals 
Nurses 
Bakers 

Brides 
Widows, 
Dying children 
Homeless people
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Universal:  Artificial Intelligence
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial 

intelligence may always serve humankind.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

ROME: Catholic bishops 
in Indonesia met with 
government officials this 
week to express concern 
about the violence in Pap-
ua province after a Catho-
lic catechist was shot and 
killed by security forces.

Cardinal Ignatius                         
Suharyo Hardjoatmodvjo 
of Jakarta (pic), chairman of the In-
donesian Bishops’ Conference, was 
part of the delegation of three bish-
ops that met with Indonesia’s secu-
rity minister Mohammad Mahfud 
MD in Jakarta on Nov 1.

Two of Papua’s bishops also took 
part in the meeting, which was held 
days after Rufinus Tigau was killed 
by soldiers in Intan Jaya district, 
Papua province. 

Tigau, 28, had served as a cat-
echist and translator at St Michael 
Bilogai Parish since 2015, said a 
local priest. A military spokesman 
said that Tigau was a member of the 
Armed Separatist Criminal Group 
— a claim which his diocesan apos-
tolic administrator has disputed.

Bishop Petrus Canisi-
us Mandagi of Amboina, 
one of the bishops who 
took part in the meeting, 
said that the gathering 
took place in response to 
the violence in Papua.

“We bishops are con-
cerned about the situa-
tion,” Mandagi said.

“I hope the government fulfils its 
promises to decrease violence in 
Papua. We want Papua to become a 
land of love, not a war zone.”

A priest in Papua pointed out that 
another catechist was recently shot 
in the region.

“This is not the first case that has 
targeted Catholic Church servants. 
On Oct 7, Agustinus Duwitau, an-
other catechist at the Emondi Sta-
tion, was also shot and is still un-
dergoing treatment,” Fr Marthen 
Kuayo, apostolic administrator of 
the Tigau’s diocese of Timika, said.

“If we just keep quiet about these 
incidents, I’m afraid it will get 
worse.” — By Courtney Mares, 
CNA

Killing of catechist alarms 
Indonesia’s Catholic bishops

Dear Hindu Friends,

The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue 
offers its warmest greetings and best wishes to you 
on the occasion of Deepavali, which you are ob-
serving this year on 14 November. Amid the diffi-
culties of the COVID-19 pandemic, may this very 
meaningful feast dispel every cloud of fear, anxi-
ety and worry, and fill your hearts and minds with 
the light of friendship, generosity and solidarity!

With this year’s Deepavali Message, the Pontifi-
cal Council charged with promoting interreligious 
dialogue and cooperation continues its cherished 
tradition of sending you festive greetings and a few 
timely reflections. This is the twenty fifth of such 
Messages, which seek to acknowledge, maintain 
and cherish the good things present in both of our 
religious traditions and spiritual patrimonies (cf. 
Nostra Aetate, 2). Albeit a small step in the direc-
tion of interreligious appreciation and cooperation, 
these Messages have, over the years, enhanced and 
promoted Hindu-Christian dialogue and harmony 
at various levels. We readily continue this noble 
tradition for the sake of forging, fostering and fur-
thering mutual relationships between Hindus and 
Christians as a means of working together for our 
good and for the good of all humanity.

This year, in the wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we wish to share with you some thoughts 
on the need to encourage a positive spirit and hope 

for the future, even in the face of apparently in-
surmountable obstacles, socio-economic, political 
and spiritual challenges, and widespread anxiety, 
uncertainty and fear.

Our efforts to do so are surely based upon our 
conviction that God, who created us and sustains 
us, will never abandon us. An encouragement to 
be optimistic may well sound unrealistic to those 
who have lost their loved ones or livelihoods or 
both. Even the boldest hope and positivity can dis-
sipate in the tragic situations caused by the present 
pandemic and its grave effects on daily life, the 
economy, healthcare, education and religious prac-
tices. Yet it is precisely trust in God’s providence 
that inspires us to remain optimistic and to work to 
rekindle hope in the midst of our societies.

The pandemic has in fact brought a number of 
positive changes in our way of thinking and liv-
ing, despite the unprecedented suffering it has 
caused worldwide and the lockdowns that have 
disrupted our normal life. Experiences of suffering 
and a sense of responsibility for one another have 
brought our communities together in solidarity and 
concern, in acts of kindness and compassion for 
the suffering and those in need. Such signs of soli-
darity have led us to appreciate more deeply the 
importance of coexistence, the fact that we belong 
to one another and that we need one another for the 
well-being of all and that of our common home. As 
Pope Francis has rightly noted, “solidarity today is 

the road to take towards a post-pandemic world, 
towards the healing of our interpersonal and social 
ills”, and “a way of coming out of the crisis better” 
(General Audience, Sept 2, 2020).

Our respective religious traditions teach us to re-
main positive and hopeful even amid adversity. In 
cherishing those religious traditions and teachings, 
may we strive in the midst of this global crisis to 
spread what Pope Francis delights in calling “the 
contagion of hope” (Urbi et Orbi Message, Apr 
12, 2020) through gestures of care, affection, kind-
ness, gentleness and compassion which are more 
contagious than the coronavirus itself.

Based on those religious traditions and teach-
ings, our shared values and our commitment to the 
betterment of humanity, may we, as Christians and 
Hindus, join all people of good will in working to 
build a culture of positivity and hope in the heart 
of our societies, not only in these difficult days but 
also in the future that lies before us.

To all of you we wish a Happy Deepavali!

Miguel Ángel Cardinal Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ
President

Rev Msgr Indunil 
Kodithuwakku Janakaratne 
Secretary 

Rekindling positivity and hope during 
the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond

VATICAN: The Vatican is in-
viting Christians and Hindus 
worldwide to “join all people of 
good will in working to build a 
culture of positivity and hope in 
the heart of our societies,” not 
only during these difficult days 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
also in the future that lies before 
us.

The Pontifical Council for In-
terreligious Dialogue made the 
call in its annual message on the 
occasion of Deepavali, or Di-
wali, the Hindu festival of light, 
which falls on Nov 14 this year.  
The festival symbolises the spir-
itual victory of light over dark-
ness or good over evil.

Rekindling Positivity and 
Hope during the Covid-19 Pan-
demic and Beyond is the theme 
of the Vatican message, signed 
by Cardinal Miguel Ángel Ayu-
so Guixot and Monsignor Ind-
unil Kodithuwakku Janakaratne 
Kankanamalage, respectively 
president and secretary of the 
Council. — Vatican News

Christians and Hindus:

DELAWARE: Presumptive Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden spoke with Pope 
Francis, his office has announced. 
The Catholic former vice president 
and presumptive next president was 
congratulated on his electoral victory 
by the Pope on the morning of Nov 
12.

“President-elect Joe Biden spoke 
this morning with His Holiness Pope 
Francis. The president-elect thanked 
His Holiness for extending blessings 
and congratulations and noted his 
appreciation for His Holiness’ lead-
ership in promoting peace, recon-
ciliation, and the common bonds of 
humanity around the world,” said a 
release from the Biden-Harris transi-
tion team. 

“The president-elect expressed 
his desire to work together on the 
basis of shared belief in the dignity 
and equality of all humankind on is-
sues such as caring for the margin-
alised and the poor, addressing the 
crisis of climate change, and wel-
coming and integrating immigrants 
and refugees into our communi-

ties,” said the release. 
Several media outlets declared 

Biden the victor of the 2020 presi-
dential election on Nov 7, although 
President Donald Trump has not yet 
conceded the race. Biden is the sec-
ond Catholic to be elected president. 

In a statement issued Nov 7 by 
USCCB president Archbishop Jose 
Gomez of Los Angeles, the US bish-
ops noted that “we recognise that 
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., has received 
enough votes to be elected the 46th 
President of the United States.”

“We congratulate Mr Biden and 
acknowledge that he joins the late 
President John F. Kennedy as the 

second United States president to 
profess the Catholic faith,” Gomez 
stated. 

“We also congratulate Sen Kama-
la D. Harris of California, who be-
comes the first woman ever elected 
as vice president.”

Archbishop Gomez also called on 
all American Catholics “to promote 
fraternity and mutual trust.”

“The American people have spo-
ken in this election. Now is the time 
for our leaders to come together in a 
spirit of national unity and to commit 
themselves to dialogue and compro-
mise for the common good,” he said.

As of Thursday, 48 states have 
been called. Biden presently has 290 
electoral votes, well above the 270 
needed to win the election. President 
Trump, however, has not conceded 
the election. His campaign has filed 
election-related lawsuits in several 
states, with the hope of tossing out 
allegedly-fraudulent ballots and ef-
fecting a recount that could put him 
over the top in the Electoral College. 
— CNA

Pope Francis congratulates Biden 
on election victory in phone call

President-elect Joe Biden


